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Burundi 
Premier on Situation With Government Officiais 


EA1701215496 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burund Radio in French 1100 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage indistinct] Prime 
Minister Antoine Nduwayo met cabinet directors, gen- 
eral directors, and departmental directors at the Islamic 
Center to discuss the situauion. Here is the prime min- 
ister: 


[Nduwayo] On several occasions the government did 
everything possible to urge Burundians to reject all 
those who want to take them on a downward path. All 
security assurances were given. Untortunately, we have 
noted that even you, the (?pillar) of our administration, 
did not heed our call. This is of concern to us. That 1s 
why we made sure we met you as quickly as possible 
so that, together, we recuty the situation, and that 
everyone takes responsibility and contributes toward our 
mobilization efforts for peace and security. 


This begins with the funcuoning of the entire adminis- 
tration that you manage of a Gatly basis. We will review 
a number of important questions, and then you can ex- 
press yourselves so that at the end of the meeting we 
are able to give assurances about coping with the chal- 
lenge of (7extricating ourselves from) the crisis which 
has lasted too long. [passage omitted] 


Unfortunately, part of the population from all ethnic 
groups is [word indistinct] manipulated and terrorized. It 
is traumatized and trapped not only by the warmongers, 
criminals, and other delinquents but paradoxically by 
some (officials) of the politico-administrative [words 
indistinct] security forces. [passage omitted] 


Arrested Opposition Official Views Strike Action 


AB1701200396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1708 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program, all sentences as 
heard] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Burundi’s capital, Bujumbura, 
already crumbling under the strain of the ethnic conflict 
between the Hutus and Tutsis, has been threatened 
since the beginning of this week by a ghost town 
campaign. It's been called by radical political parties 
from the largely Tuts: opposition who are demanding 
the resignation of the Hutu president, Nubantunganya, 
but the Tutsi-led Army is keeping a tight control on 
events, and is preventing the erection of barncades in 
the city. One of the organizers, Mathias Hitimana, has 
heen put under house arrest. On the line to Bujumbura, 
Witham Molisa asked Mathias Hitirmana: What was the 
point of calling another ghost town campaign’ 
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[Begin recording] [Hiumana] As you know, this strike 
and dead town have been called by civil associations, 
and they decided to call a national movement against 
the president, Nubantunganya. These associations called 
tor the stopping the schoc!, all business peop.c stopped 
their business, the public administrauion also. We have 
a program tor this strike. It will stop when the govern- 
ment will open dialogue, and when we will really make 
understanding for this procedure to dismiss the prest- 
dent. 


{Molisa] And do you think this is really a recipe tor 
peace in Burundi to remove trom office another Hutu 
president who would be the third in two years’ 


{Hitimana] As you know, there 1s what we call con 
venuon of the government which have been negotiated 
by 13 parties to share power. As you know, in Burund: 
we have a big problem. We have ethnic group problem. 
and we agreed to share power but since Mr) Nubantun 
ganya has been appointed as president of the Republic, 
he promised to bring peace and securnty; it was in 1994 
and there is no more peace, and we are facing War, and 
the president, Nubantunganya, himself doesn’t do any 
effort to bring the peace but we.... 


(Molisa, interrupting] But some people would say that 
i was politicians like you who are messing up the 
convention of government. 


[Hitimana, laughing} Myself, Pm a Burund: politician 
man but I can’t understand that if there 1s a misimple- 
mentation of this convention we can only say, okay, we 
have to clam the nght implementation of this conven- 
tion. Even if there is a Hutu president we don’t care 
about it but we need a Hutu president who is [a] mod 
erate president, who 1s defending the national security 
but not a Hutu president who 1s defending the people 
who are fighting against the country 


(Molisa] But do you think your method of holding 
violent ghost town operations is going to be any more 
succesful in bringing back peace to Burundi’ 


[Hitimana] First of all, our order to stop the yob, to stop 
the traffic in all the country never bring the violence 
since Monday [1S January]. You can even watch or 
Investigate 


[Molisa] But in the past it has 


(Hitimana] Yea, in the past. Pm not now managing the 
past. | am managing what I'm able to control Since 
Monday there was no violence in this country because 


of the strike 


(Molisa] And are you yourself free to call for these dead 
city operations? 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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|Hitumana] I'm not free because | am under house arrest 
since Monday. [end recording} 


Strike Enters Third Day 


FA1701203396 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] We are observing a third day 
of work stoppages in Bujumbura. Shops remained 
closed; the public administration did not open; students 
and pupils did not go to school; transport remained 
paralyzed. However, hospitals and pharmacies ensured 
minimum services. [passage indisunct] 


Uprona Condemns Strike 


FAI701222396 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Charles Mukasi, leader of the 
Unity for Nauonal Progress Party [Uprona] has just 
issued a statement 


(Mukasi} Dear compatriots [words indistunct}: The Bu- 
rundian people are on the eve of a historical and clear 
victory against the ideology and coaliuon of genocide, 
for the Uprona Party will not allow the people to be 
abused from inside and outside. 


Unfortunately, over the last three days, Buyumbura town 
has been affected by a movement of disorder which 1s 
stopping ciuzens from carrying out their normal daily 
jobs. 


At its meeting on 14 January, the Uprona Central 
Committee, which was already aware of the plan, took 
an unequivocal position: The Uprona Party rejects a 
movement which, in the current war situation, gives the 
enemy an advantage, and compromises the progress of 
the campaign for the restoration of peace begun by the 
government 


Taking into account the current situation and the stakes 
involved, any movement which seeks to paralyze life 
in the capital and provincial centers is unacceptable, 
inappropriate, and dangerous since it endangers the 
country’s security at a ime when an offensive is being 
successfully carried out against the enemies of the 
nation. The movement compromises the efforts geared 
toward the restorauonof peace, and ruins an economy 
already weakened by an energy crisis and the war. 


The movement paralyzes the action of the government, 
endangers daily survival, and further ruins the image ot 
our country abroad. The movement constitutes a reyec- 
tion of the ongoing study of political questions through 
the organs of the government convention, by subjecting 
the country to the law of the streets by manipulation 
through lies and terrorism. It thus endangers the very 
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existence of the government convention, the function. 
ing of our instituions, and the security of our country 


Faced with this situauion, the Uprona Party once again 
Calls upon its activists, all compatriots, and all those who 
live in our country to be aware of the stakes involved, 
and to reject the movement which goes agamst their 
interests. 


The Uprona Party, more than anyone else, 1s aware 
of the concerns of our compatriots, and once again 
commits itself to finding a salistactory answer within 
the legal and conventional trameworks. Thal is why we 
once again call upon all our partners to ensure that the 
consultauons continue without diversion. We are able 
lo guarantee to our compatriots and the international 
community that whatever the dangers, the Burundian 
people have the necessary capability to restore peace 
and security, while at the same time shunning the 
instincts of destrucuon and collective suicide 


We also stress that no leader should see, in the ath- 
tude of the Uprona Party, any kind of complacency or 
complicity in the evaluation {word indistinct} shortcom- 
ings, and incompetence of all in the management of our 
country, taking into account the necessity for peace and 
security. 


We partcularly wish that no one takes advantage of the 
helplessness and difficulues imposed upon our people 
to keep our country in a hostage situation, either within 
or Outside the country 


The Uprona Party reserves the nght to 
unuring and performing defender of a untted Burundi, 
preserved from the ideology of genocide and violence 
regardless of the promoter and perpetrator 


remain an 


We appeal for your trust, and we are committed to 
building this country in a logical manner, guaranteeing 
your salistaction and our pride. We stress that the 
Uprona Party has the will, means, and knowledge to 
efficiently tind an answer to all the quesuon marks 


Thank you. 


Rwanda 


Talks on Return of Government Property Held 


FAOSOL1I94896 Kivali Radio Rwanda in Enelish 
1145 GMT § Jan 4 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} A meeting between Zamnan au- 
thontes and the UNHCR to plan the implementation of 
the Geneva accords on the gradual closure of Rwandan 
refugee camps in Zaire continued today [in Kinshasa} 
Today's discussions centered on government property 
taken to Zaire by Rwandan refugees living in Zarre 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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The property .ncludes vehicles, office equipment, gov- 
ernment documents, and money stolen from the coun- 
ury's banks, cCommunicauions equipment including tele- 
vision and Radio Rwanda’s equipment, and industrial 
machinery. 


The Rwandan delegation led by [Foreign Minister} Mr. 
Anastase Gasana yesterday met the Zairian delegation 
to the meeting led by the vice prime minister and 
minister of defense of that country, Mr. Mudima Mavua. 
Mr. Gasana told the Zairian delegation that Rwandan 
Government property was listed in a document which 
was written in the month of April of last year, and was 
presented to the Government of Zaire. 


In reply, the minister of defense of Zaire said that 11 
was really difficult to ascertain the property brough 
into Zaire at the ume, because the influx of Rwandan 
refugees was very big, and in a very short time. Reports 
say that both sides have not reached a soluuon and 
that Zaire claims that inere is no international law 
regarding the return of the property that belongs to the 
Government of Rwanda. 


However, Minister Gasana reminded the delegation 
that President Mobutu of Zaire had given his word 
to cooperate with the Government of Rwanda and 
return such property that belongs to Rwanda without 
conditions. 


The meeting is also attended by ambassadors of both 
Zaire and Rwanda. 


Zaire 
Mobutu, Opposition Oppose Kengo’s Privatization 


BR1701142796 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 17 Jan 96 p 5 


[Report by Marie-France Cros: “The Privatizauons 
Make Waves — the Presidency and Radical Opposition 
Protest; the Kengo Team Persists’] 


([FBIS Translated Text] The Kengo government's 
projects to partially privatize several Zairian state 
enterprises, revealed on Saturday by LA LIBRE 
BELGIQUE, have been badly received by the Zairan 
presidency and the radical opposition. 


Elected Government 


President Mobutu, according to a communique from his 
office, ‘admits, given the current dilapidated state of the 
country’s economy, the validity of the principle of pri- 
vatization (...). Nevertheless he judges, due to the fact 
that such a large-scale operation has enormous implica- 
uions for the nation’s future, that only a government pro- 
duced by elections, and therefore enjoying incontestable 
legitimacy, would be justified to assume responsibility 
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for such an operation.” However, the elecuons, which 
were initially planned tor July 1995, have been post- 
poned to July 1997 at the latest due to delays in their 
Organizauon, which 1s the task of a Nauonal Election 
Commussion which the HCR/PT [High Council of the 
Republic/Transitional Parliament) has sull not set up. 


Management, Not the Assets 


Speaking tor the radical opposiuon, Andre Bo-Boliko, 
the president of the Bo-Boliko tendency of the PDSC 
[Democratic and Social Christian Party] and vice- 
president of the HCR/PT, told us on Tuesday by phone 
that the Assembly knew nothing of the government's 
projects. First of all a law is necessary to define the 
general framework of the privatizations. Moreover tt 
was clearly decided at the National Sovereign Conter- 
ence that the transiuonal government would not deal 
with such issues. Bo-Boliko added: “The Zainan peo- 
ple is willing to work with Belgium, but subject to clear 
conditions. One would say that Belgian companies want 
to rush into unclear situations. That will certainly create 
problems later’ 


The Kengo government — whose participants include, 
apart from the latter's supporters, Mobutu supporters, 
the PDSC’s Kiutwa tendency, and UDPS [Union For 
Democracy and Social Progress} members renounced by 
Tshisekedi — believes itself to be empowered to make 
such decisions. Article $9 of the Transitional Constitu- 
tional Act, the Kengo team says, specifies that “the law 
fixes the fundamental principles of nationalization. de- 
nauionalization, and privatizauon of enterprises.” More- 
over the 1983 law organizing privatization ‘has not been 
repealed. Finally so far we have not undertaken an 
act of privatization, in other words, privauzed assets,” a 
close Kengo aide told us. “The state 1s not privatizing 
the national patrimony because if it were to do so now, 
it would get nothing out of it. We are asking private 
partners to take on the management of national enter- 
prises (as, a few years ago, the management of Air Zaire 
was given to UTA) to put them back in good health. In 
this way, we will be able to sell the assets of these en- 
terprises at higher prices. The private partners whom we 
are asking to take on the management are experienced 
people, linked by a contract based on results. If there 
are no results they will not be paid. This is what is cur- 
rently being done tor Sizarail. Air Zaire is in a different 
Situation. A new company has been created in which 
Sabena, Swissair, and some South Africans are taking 
part. The new company will use Air Zaire’s rights for 
international flights. Another company will deal with 
domestic flights, with an obligation to achieve results 
as well 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Government To Restructure Public Transport 
Sector 


BR1601161596 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 16 Jan% pl 


[Article by Philippe Laloux: “Belgian Presence on 
Zairian Railroads") 


[FBIS Translated Text} On 19 January the Zairian Gov- 
ernment is due to announce a major restructuring of its 
transport sector. This partial privatization ts to be backed 
by many international companies, principally Belgian. 
Air Zaire looks set to become affiliated to Sabena and 
international sea links and ports are likely to be op- 
erated by companies including the CMB [Compagnie 
Maritime Belge]. The railroads are apparently to be op- 
erated by the Belgian firm Transurb, in association with 
other partners. 


Mixed Company 


Transurb has in fact been present on the Zairian rail- 
roads since | July 1995. It was then that this mixed 
engineering firro, which includes the SNCB [National 
Company of tie Belgian Railroads], the STTB [Brus- 
sels Intertown Transportation Company], Tractebel, and 
others and which was set up in 1977 for the works on 
the Brussels subway system, founded a joint undertak- 
ing in Zaire known as Sizarail, in which it has a 51- 
percent stake via its Comazar subsidiary (Transurb 35 
percent, South African railroads 65 percent). Various 
“local” operators, such as Gecamine, the Commercial 
Bank of Zaire (BCZ), and the public railioads operator 
(formerly the National Company of the Zairian Rail- 
roads or SNCZ) hold the remaining 49 percent. 


A S-year contract was signed with the Zairian authorities 


by the terms of which Sizarail resumed control of 


management and operation, under Transurb supervision, 
of the railroads in Shaba province. This amounts to some 
4,000 kilometers of track which carried 685,000 tonnes 
of freight and 90,000 passengers in 1995. 

Concession 


But Transurb’s presence in Zaire has just received a 


further boost. As confirmed by the managing director of 


Sizarail, Patrick Claes, speaking from Kinshasa: “On 27 
December last, the Zairian Government decided to grant 
the concession on the Matadi-Kinshasa line unt! 200] 
to a mixed company, 51 percent owned by Comazar 
and 49 percent owned by Zairian operators, such as the 
BCZ. The system is similar to that applied in Shaba: 
It is a question of proving a management capacity and 
recreating an environment likely to attract international 
investors.” “Several billion” are in fact needed in order 
to restore the rail infrastructure. 
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If all these contracts run successtully, Sizarail could be 
awarded the concession contrac for the Zainan network 
for 25 years from the year 2(” 0) onward. 


People Urged To Organize Eleotions Themselves 
BROSO1150996 Brussels LA LIBRE RELGIQUE 
in French 4 Jan 96 p S$ 


[Article by Marie-France Cros: “Elect ons Organized by 
the People and the Church?” | 


[FBIS Translated Text} That is the proposal contained in 
a pamphlet published by AMOS [expansion unknown], 
the very active Christian group in Kinshasa. The pro- 
posal 1s based on a simple fact: “Hoiding elections does 
not necessarily mean the beginning of democracy. 


The authors tear that President Mobutu may not accept 
the verdict of the ballot box if he were to lose and 
do not rule out the possibility of “ngging.” “Holding 
(...) elections now means taking the risk of returning 
Mobutu to power and thus bestowing legitimacy on 
the dictatorship.” And the oppositon? “To judge by the 
present spectacle, the race for power is its sole reason 
for being’ and there ts no guarantee, the authors believe, 
Laat the opposition would be any more ready to accept 
electoral defeat. 


Murderous Charity 


As to the West, never at any time during the 2nd 
Republic has it denounced electoral mgging. “And 
Mobutu has constantly proclaimed himself head of state 
with 99.9999 percent of the vote even before the votes 
are counted.” Also, “more than a simple question of 
introducing democracy, this 1s a fight for total and 
absolute liberation.” It 1s therefore necessary to ‘cut the 
umbilical cord with the West,” and in particular to put an 
end to ‘the murderous charity” of the European Union 
which ‘stifles’ the people's will for self-orgamization 


The People’s Candidate 


The authors of the pamphlet, Fathers Jose Mpundu and 
Thierry Nlandu, influenced by the theology of liberation, 
thus propose “a number of constructive strategies for 
people in action. Because, in the final resort, holding 
elections does not depend upon either the politicians or 
the West, but upon the people. 


The authors thus advocate encouraging the people to 
“organize themselves into committees at ground level, 
neighborhood committees for the elections and for the 
promotion of a culture of democracy. That will take 
time, as will the emergence of the “people's candidate’ 
who “must come from the people themselves.” The 
people must ‘organize their elections with their own 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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resources, when they consider it possible and under the 
material conditions which they consider acceptable.” 


To do so they must "mobilize among themselves," 
and this will happen “if the question is put to them 
by people or institutions which they sull trust. By 
this we mean the official Churches. Because they are 
the only reliable structures around which elections can 
be organized. Our people can pool resources for free 
and democratic elections. Collections can be organized 
(...) in our various Churches,” Catholic, Protestant and 
Kimbanguist. "The missionaries can offer the services 
of their treasurer's offices” in order to collect the money 
required to hoid the vote and for the campaign by the 
people's candidate. "We stress once again,” the authors 
conunue later “the Churches remain, in our country, 
the only structures which are really able to oppose 
the instituuonalized mafia which reduces our people to 
Slavery.” 


The Churches 


In order to ensure that the ballot papers and necessary 
explanations on voting arrangements reach all the peo- 
ple of Zaire, the roads must be rebuilt. “The Churches 
can request each village to organize the rebuilding of a 
particular section.” In order to communicate the results, 
the best network remains the missionary telephones,” 
“private individuals who have them can also participate 
in this national effort,” and the presence of witnesses 
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wil} guarantee the honesty of the results reported. “In- 
quiries” into the various Candidates will have to be car- 
ried out and published by ‘local neighborhood socio- 
political workers.” The ballot boxes could be made by 
each local ecclesiasucal community. An inventory must 
be made of vehicles owned by the Church or privately 
which could be used to transport them. Part of the pre- 
elecuon work has already begun: “There are some areas, 
in Kinshasa,” where the people have already started to 
draw up their own electoral register in order to be able 
to “verify the lists which our rulers are likely to concoct 
a few weeks before the elections.” 


Family Pressure 


Finally, in order to obtain an electoral provisions act 
and a national elecuon committee in line with what ‘the 
people want’ (not specified), the authors suggest that the 
people should exert pressure on MPs by paying them 
constant visits, by refusing to speak to them or to asoist 
them in the neighborhoods in which they themselves 
live with their families, and even by getting teachers to 
retuse their children access to school. 


“The advantage of the conflict which we are seeking to 
create 18 that it is constructive and 1s in line with what 
we al! want, that is the holding of free and democratic 
elecuions in our country.” 
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Eritrea 
President Afwerki Dic usses Foreign Aid, Sudan 


MS1801114796 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 18 Jan 96 p 14 


{Interview with President Isaias Afwerki, secretary- 
general of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Fron’, by 
Michael Holman and Michela Wrong; from ihe Finan- 
cial Times survey on Eritrea; place and date not given, 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Question: Should oil be dis- 
covered, might it prove a curse rather than a blessing, 
undermining the qualities of self-reliance? 


Answer: We've signed prospecting and exploration 
contracts; one day we'll probably find oil offshore. And 
mining, fishing and tourism also have great potential. 
But we are not going to follow the example of Angola, 
or Nigeria — we will invest in human resources, and 
we w''l also use these assets to rebuild a destroyed 
infrastructure. 


Quesuon: Given Eritrea’s poverty, as well as your strate- 
gic location in the Horn of Africa, are you disappointed 
by the level of aid received? 


Answer: It is both good and bad. Bad because the 
international community has not provided us with the 
aid we badly need; good, because in my experience 1! 
you need something and no-one 1s giving il to you, you 
Struggle even harder to do it on your own. 


But I am quite sure the international community will 
eventually recognise that Eritrea deserves the aid that 1s 
squandered elsewhere. 


Question: Is the way you have decided to renuild the 
railway line between Asmara and Masawa an illustration 
of your approach to development? 


Answer: Exactly. Consultants estimated that it would 
need more than $400m: well beyond our reach. So what 
do you do — give up hope? Or sell the whole thing as 
scrap to a Saudi company, which we considered? 


Instead, we found people who had worked on the line, 
old people between 60 and 70 who had been trained to 
do every thing on their own. 


We went to their workshops — there was only one 
part of the train that had to be manufactured abroad 
~~ they had a design shop, a smelter, and they could 
manufacture just about every part of the railway system. 


So we decided, what do we need outside help for? 


Many of the older workers were living on food aid, 
they had no pensions. One old man told me: ‘We were 
blaming you for being distracted by artificial things.’ He 
was talking about the train like his cattle: ‘It is milk, 
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it is fodder, it 1s meat for me. For those who do fot 
understand this, it is scrap, but for me it 1s a living 
thing. You were going to sell it as a dead body, now 
you are giving it life again.’ 


Question: What is the role of the private sector? 


Answer: We want il to be the engine of development — 
the problem ts that we did not inherit a working private 
sector, and we are now irying to create an environment 
in which it will develop and flounsh, in partnership with 
foreign investors. 


Question: Is your relauionship with the World Bank and 
the IMF a cordial one? 


Answer: The Bank and the Fund ofien get blamed 
for the way they handle Africa, but ulumately the 
responsibility falls on the shoulders of the governments 
themselves. 


The first thing we did was to ask for ume to appraise 
our circumstances and projects and needs. We said we 
will do our homework on our own. No resources have 
been misused or abused, and we ave very cordial and 
practical relauons with the Bank and the Fund. 


Question: How serious is the strain in relations with 
Sudan? 


Answer: It has never been a senous military threat 
small sorties, mining and killing across the border — tt 
just serves to consolidate national feelings. 


They have not read history. Christianity has been 
here for 15 centuries; it is a very complex and very 
solid society that cannot be weakened from outside 
Their calculation that they can win SO per cent of the 
population over simply because they are Moslems, and 
do the same in other countries, 1s very foolish 


The Khartoun regime is a blessing in disguise, for it 
will show people once and for all in this region that 
this form of Islam will not work, and never again will 
4 regime use Islam as a ‘neans to destabilise a country 


Question: Yemen's recent claim to the island of Greater 
Hanish: Is speculation about possible oi! reserves in the 
area at the root of this’ 


Answer: It came as a surprise to us. Historically, these 
islands were under the jurisdicuon of the Ottomans 
In the 1920s the Turks relinquished their title and the 
Italians took over. It was then part of Ethiopia, as were 
other islands in the archipelago, used as a stepping stone 
for the EPLF [Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front} when 
it attacked 


Yemen's decision to send troops is tantamount t 
occupation. We do not accept it. The question of 
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legitimacy will have to be settled legally by international! 
arbitration. If it was proved that they were Yemeni, we 
would abide by it. 


Question: What are the prospects for multiparty politics 
in Eritrea? 


Answer: It’s not going to be an easy transition. Our job 
now is to create the conducive climate for multiparty- 
ism. But we must heed the lessons of the past. The war 
for independence took 30 years, but 15 years were lost 
through internal division. 


We learnt from that experience. Are we going to allow 
parties based on tnbes, or religion, Christians versus 
Moslems? Obviously not. But any party that represents 
a cros-section of society is acceptable. 


The Front is committed to democracy, but it takes a 


long time to establish. If you're looking in terms of 


five or 10 years, you will be disappointed. Given ous 
circumstances, the Front will continue to be domunant 
for several years to come. 


Kenya 
Police Assault Safina Party Official in Mombasa 


AB1401143696 Paris AFP in English 
1401 GMT 14 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mombasa, Kenya, 14 Jan 
(AFP) — A visit here by the top brass of the unreg- 
istered opposition Safina Party turned sour on Sunday 
{14 January] when a senior police officer physically as- 
saulted its leader in front of local and international re- 
porters 


Party officials had gone to Bamburi Police Station on the 
northern outskirts of this Indian Ocean port city to see 
two party members allegedly held there incommunicado 
since they were arrested Fnday night. As tempers flared, 
the provincial police chief Francis Gichuki turned on 
Safina Chairman Muturi Kigano and slapped him. 


Gichuki, who apparently got annoyed when Kigano, a 
lawyer, told him to use reason rather than “physique” 
as the police and party officials jostled, shouted, “there 
is no law here” before slapping Kigano, whose party 
is headed by renowned wildlife conservationist Richard 
Leakey, a white Kenyan. “What example are you 
showing the world? If you treat me like this, how do 
you treat an ordinary man?” Kigano shouted back and 
vowed to file charges against the police officer. 


Eventually, lawyer Paul Muite and Farah Maalim, 
MPs of the official parliamentary opposition Forum for 
the Restoration of Democracy-Kenya (PORD-K), were 
allowed to see the detained party activists and charted 
that one of them was unable to swallow after intensive 
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torture since their arrest. Police raided the homes ot 
che arrested men on Friday and searched for “political 
books,” according to a family source but only took 
away posters of the Safina Party. 


Earlier on Sunday, Leakey had told a press conterence 
that he hoped his party would soon obtain registration, 
which has been pending for the last six months. “We 
recently received a written reply from Registrar-General 
Omondi Mbago that indic ded that he was pressing hard 
for the final decision on the registration of our party, 

Leakey said. 


Safina officials had planned to use their Mombasa visit 
to open the party's branch office there, but the effort 
failed when the main organisers of the visit, Khelef 
Khalifa and Munir Mazrui, were arrested and detained 


The officials visited the tamilies of the detained men 
to comfort them, as rowdy youth-wing supporters of 
the ruling Kenya Afnean National Union (KANU) 
Membasa Chairman Sharif Nassir picketed in several 
places with placards condemning the visit and reading 
“Leakey Go Home. Muslims Cannot Be Led By An 
Atheist.” During their visit, the Safina team and the press 
corps were trailed by about 15 police cars. 


‘Punch-Up’ Lands 2 in Jail 


EAIS01122096 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1800 GMT 14 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The visit to Mombasa by top 
brass of the unregistered Safina Party turned sour when 
a punch-up ensued between a police officer and interim 
chairman, Mutur Kigano, outside a police station 


Safina Party officials and journalists had gone to Bam- 
bun police stauion on the outskirts of Mombasa to see 
two Safina members who were picked up last Fnday. It 
was here that the punch-up erupted in an apparent fit of 
anger by the two individuals. Kigano protested and said 
he would file charges against the officer. Kikuyu mem- 
ber of parliament, Paul Muite, and Lagdera MP Farah 
Maalim were allowed to see their jailed colleagues: Mu- 
nir Maérui and Khelef Khalifa. 


Earlict, Safina secretary general, Dr. Richard Leakey, 
told the press that he was optimistic that his party 
would be registered soon. The registration of Safina as a 
political party has been pending for the last six months 
Safina members intended to open a branch in Mombasa 
but their efforts failed following the arrest of the two 
supporters. 
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Police Release Safina Members 


AB1$01203596 Paris AFP in English 
1850 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Mombasa, Kenya, 15 Jan 
(AFP) — Police in Kenya on Monday [15 Januan’| 
released without charges two activists of the unregi:- 
tered opposition Safina Party after detaining them for 
72 hours, the politicians said. Khelef Khalifa, a founder 
member of the party created by renowned conservation- 
ist Richard Leakey, and Sheikh Munir Mazrui, a Muslim 
clergyman, were arrested on Friday as they prepared tor 
a visit by Leakey and other Safina officials to this In- 
dian Ocean port city. 


The visit on Sunday ended prematurely when a se- 
mor police officer assaulted Safina’s chairman Muturi 
Kigano for demanding permission to speak to Khalifa 
and Mazrui, who were detained at a police station here. 
Khalifa said police told him that they had arrested him 
on suspicion of stealing a car, but only took away some 
pamphlets from his house. He said the policemen beat 
him with gun butts before freeing him without charges. 
Mazrui said he was not told why he was detained 


Somalia 


Aidid Troops Capture Hudur; USC Splits Up 


AB] 801108096 London BBC World Service 
in Enelish [SOS GMT 17 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


IFBIS Transcribed Text} Somali: tacuon leader, General 
Farah Aidid, claims to have captured Hudur, a major 
town 150 miles west of Baidoa. Aidid’s militia seized 
Baidoa last year and have been fighting off attacks by 
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the (Rahanwen) Resistance Army, RRA, ever since and 
it was apparently only after a long battle with the RRA 
that they captured Hudur. Prom Mogadishu, Al: Mussa 
Abdi faxed this report: 


According to sources close to Gen. Aidid, the capture 
of Hudur took place last night. Gen. Aidid miliuamen 
are reported to have killed 18 men of the (Rahanwen 
Resistance Army, RRA, injuring another 47 dunng the 
ensuing battle. The defeated RRA soldie:s are reported 
to have fled into the neighboring region of Gedo, 
controiled by the Somali National Front 


The spokesmaa for the RRA claims they've inflicted 
heavy losses on Gen. Aidid’s Army during the night- 
long battle tor Hudur. Hundreds of families are reported 
to have fled to the surrounding forests and some reports 
say that only 30 percent of the orginal 100,000 people 
estimated to be living in Hudur are left in the town 


Meanwhile, in north Mogadishu, Gea. Aidid’s main 
rival, Ali Mahdi: Mohamed, ts reported to be facing 
a spltt within his United Somali Congress, USC. The 
formation of a new splinier group has been announced 
by Mr. (Hiloh Iman Ome-\. who has said that their move 
was prompted by the defection of the former chairmat 
of the USC, Mr. Mohamed Qanyare Atreh to Gen. Farah 
Aidid’s faction. 


The new orgamization include permanent politicians 
such as Mr. Ahmed Shaykh Hassan, one time interior 
minister under Ali Mahdh's self-proclaimed government 
Ali Mahdi has dismissed the new faction as nonexts 
tence. He said, we are not a political party but a con 

munity from one clan that lives mn north Mogadishu 
The new split is the first of its kind in north Mogadishu 
since the civil war 
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Ambassador to U.S. Reviews Gore's Visit 


MB1801085396 Johannesburg SABC TV / Network 
in Afrikaans 1830 GMT 11 Dec 95 


{Interview with Ambassador to the United States 
Franklin Sonn by SABC correspondent Freek Robinson 
in the Johannesburg studios — live] 


{(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Robinson] Welcome, Am- 
bassador Sonn. It is a new position for you; you have 
been in the post for a while, a year in Washingtox.. While 
you are driving through Washington toward Congress, 
how do you feel? Do you feel proud? 


[Sonn] Well, Freek my appointment in Washington 
represents change. And like many of my colleagues 
in the cabinet and elsewhere, we are want to occupy 
these positions, and we are determined to make a 
success of them, to promote the new South Afneca. | 
enjoy Washingion very much; it’s a very difficult and 
challenging task. 


{Robinson} Why ts it difficult? 


[Sonn] It's difficult because the post in the United 
States — it’s not a country, it’s a continent with $2 
countries — 130 metropolitan areas of more than a 
million people — and it has a very large and strong 
economy. New York's budget alone 1s $32 billion. 
South Africa’s entire budget is about $41 billion. South 
Africa is smaller than Texas, then there are still $1 other 
states. And there are also a lot of problems we inherited 
from the old regime, such as the notorious Armscor 
[Armaments Corporation of South Atnca] matter; and 
then also the trade problems we have with — known in 
the United States as intellectual property rights — and 
the trademark issues... 


{Robinson, interrupting] | would like to go into more 
detail on that, but 1 just want to talk in general. Why 
do you Say it’s difficult? Are the Americans giving you 
problems, they as people’ 


[Sonn] No, it's because the task is so challenging; 
we have passed the stage when we only fought for 
rights. We now have to market our country, and we 
have to market it as a successful winning country, and 
that's a big challenge because the challenges of the 
market are so vast. But talking about Americans, our 
relations with the United States are good. You knew, 
many people have said, and | think you also asked mie 
once about all the stumbling blocks in our relationship, 
but I've always said our relationship is defined by the 
Bilateral! Commission between the two vice presidents. 
That defines our relationship. Within the framework of 
that relationship there are differences, and for instance 
when I feel that the United States does not respect our 
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integrity and sovereignty, then | stand up; I speak up 
against them... 


{Robinson, interrupting] Do they do it someumes’? 


{Sonn} Yes, they do it sometimes, because it's a big 
country. 


[Fobinson}] Can you cite examples where they do 1? 


{Sonn] For instance the issue about trademarks, and the 
issue about Armscor. 


[Robinson] Are they accusing us of stealing their 
trademarks? 


[Sonn] Yes, and that we are not accommodating enough 
to do something about it, and we believe that this 1s 
a matter that should be sorted ont in the courts, and 
that our government and our minister in matters like 
these [as heard]. We must remember that the United 
States [changes thought] they have international rules 
that govern these things, but because it is currently 
the only superpower in the world, it makes its own 
rules. it's the only country in the world that makes 
extra-terntorial legisiauon and implements it, and 1 
you don't follow it, then they can apply sanctions, like 
what is happening now with Armscor. We are currently 
subjected to sanctions by the United States regarding our 
weaponry; for instance the UN and other , owers want 
to buy antimine apparatus from us, but the United States 
has iaposed a boycott on the purchase of weapons from 
us, and we can't sell it to them as a result of the pending 
Armscor case What is interestung about it 1s that South 
Airnca — the new government —- 1s being regarded by 
the United States as a follow-up government to the old 
government, and therefore the bad activities of the old 
governmen! against, for instance, laws governing arms 
sales in the United States, they are now applying those 
laws to South Africa, and they could summon South 
Airica to U.S. courts, and if you don’t comply, then the 
sancuons simply cont que and in the process we stand 
to lose billions of rands. 


[Robinson] How ts the court case progressing in the 
United States; is it contunuing’? Do you see «| ending, 
because it also was discussed last week during Vice 
President Gore's visit. 


[Sonn] Well, 1t was not formal, it was not on the agenda, 
but informal discussions were conducted about it in a 
cordial atmosphere. We want to settle the matter, but we 
want to do it in such a way that we don’t compromise 
our integrity and sovereignty as a country. 


[Robinson] What do you mean by that; you are noi 
going to pay’? You are not going to pay the debt of 
apartheid? 
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{Sonn} Well, it depends on what the Americans put on 
the table for us. We have indicated that 1! they don't 
come forward with an agreement we can live with, and 
which the government will accept as in South Africa's 
best interests, then we will consider testing the legal 
aspect, the nght of U.S. sovereign power to involve 
another sovereign country such as South Africa in its 
courts, and then, according to its own legislauon, test 
it in their courts. We don’t want to do that because it 
Causes tension and so on, and my orders are to explore 
if we can't settle this matter in a decent way, and we 
are making good progress, especially during the past 
few weeks. 


{Robinson} | want to get to other matters you referred to, 
such as Iran, for instance. But before getting to that, let's 
talk about the United States being the only superpower, 
and the initial question that I asked you, are they acting 
like a bully to you? 


[Sonn] Not at ail. 


[Robinson] There has been speculation in the paper 
about the security guards who caused a spectacle when 
the vice president was here. 


{Sonn} Let me just talk about that quickly. You know, 
Freek, one was a bit perturbed about the security guards’ 
actions, but we in South Africa also must begin to 
realize that world leaders have protection, and we are 
not used to the queen of England, the U.S. president, 
coming here for a visit, and when it does happen, 
there is a measure of disruption, but we must learn to 
show some patience. I'm not saying that | condone the 
bullying tactics by the security guards. Americans are 
very friendly, very hospitable, very courteous people, 
and very helpful as well, but only as long as your 
interests do not clash with theirs. When that happens, 
then you are forced to stand your ground, make it clear 
that you want to promote and expand the relationship 
between a smail little country and a superpower on the 
one hand, and on the other hand make them understand 
that we may be small, bul we are concerned about our 
honor, and we are concerned about our sovereignty. But 
this can be difficult at times. 


[Robinson] This issue about Iran. It was very clear from 
Vice President Gore's statements that he was not happy 
with our ties with Iran. The question 1s, how can we, 
as a so-called democratic country, have ties with such 
a country, thereby violaung our own principles? 


{Sonn} You know, Freek, in international politics there 
is something such as the maintenance of your sover- 
eignty, but there's also something such as the protec- 
tion of your own interests. In fact, it is South Africa’s 
concern tO promote its own interests, and if one thinks 
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about the fact that South Africa gets between 60 and 
70 percent of its crude oi] from Iran, then we can sim- 
ply tell the United States that we appreciate its problems 
with Iran; the United States considers Iran a country that 
Carries Out terrorism — that 1s their key term they use 
But on the other hand, they don’t need Iran as much as 
we do, and I want to tell them tha’ -f they are prepared 
to supply 70 percent of our crude oil, then we can start 
talking. 


[Robinson] Then one could say we are violating our 
principles for the sake of oi]? Because that 1s not a 
democratic country, « 1? 


[Sonn] It depends on what our principles are. In this re- 
gard our principles are to maintain our Own sovereignty 
Where there 1s a violation, as you put it, of human nghts 
and democracy, ow we go about it [changes thought]. I 
remember when President Mandela, before he was even 
president, embraced Yasir ‘Arafat. The enure Western 
world, especially the Jewish community, was stunned 
But a while iater, when the same Yasir “Arafat signed 
agreements on the White House lawn, nobody thought 
of what had happened since that embrace by Mandela, 
how much work our president had done for him. Our 
mission aS a government is to promote human rights 
and democracy in the world, and we don’t always pro- 
mote it... (changes thought]. In the case of Nigeria we 
are taking a very strong stand. But meanwhile, there 
is a lot of negotiation behind the scenes to encourage 
people, and you know, that 1s where President Mandela 
is strong, and the ANC. When one just thinks that the 
ANC’s strong point — we dont have a lot of money. 
we are not a superpower — but the moral power tha! 
our country has is overwhelming, and we mus! always 
stand on that. And that 1s what we are trying to do in 
the case of countries known for their bad human rights 
and democracy records. 


[Robinson] Mr. Ambassador, who do 
ANC or the government? 


+} 


ie 


Vou represent 


[Sonn] Well, the ANC 1s the main party in government, 
but I represent South Africa. I get my orders from the 
president, and to me that’s a great honor, and I try 
to carry them out to the best of my ability. to please 
him and the government, but I represent my count 
everybody in South Africa. [passage omitted! 


France Said Blocking EU Free Trade Offer 

MB/ 701183496 Johannesbure THE STAR (BUSINESS 
REPORT Supplement) in English 17 Jan 96 p 2 
[Report by John Fraser] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels — France 1s blocking 
a European Union offer of a free trade area with South 
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Atrica. This has emerged in a series of secret meetings 
of European diplomats in Brussels. 


The union’s commussioner for Africa, Joao de Deus 
Pinheiro, proposed offering South Africa a free trade 
accord and had hoped to win the 15 union governments 
over to the idea before Christmas. However, no offer 
was made because of divisions among the 1S. 


The southern union states are deeply worried about the 
impact of scrapping tariffs on exports of farm products 
from South Africa, and want an eventual agreement to 
allow continued barriers against about half of South 
Africa's agricultural exports. 


France apparently has an even more fundamental objec- 
uon. “The French quesuon the very principle of the EU 
offering free trade to South Africa,” said an union offi- 
cial. “They believe this would set a precedent for other 
trade partners such as the Mediterranean states, eastern 
Europe, the South Americans and so on. The fear is that 
if South Africa gets a free trade area it will be impossi- 
ble to say no to others — and that could leave the EU 
very vulnerable indeed. 


Italy currently holds the presidency of the union, and 
Italian diplomats said yesterday that they hope to 
overcome the French problem soon and to agree on 
a trade offer to Pretoria. The aim 1s to get agreement 
among ambassadors next week, to prepare for formal 
agreement by the union's foreign ministers, who meet 
in Brussels on Monday week. If there 1s any movement 
from the French, this may become clear when junior 
diplomats meet in Brussels on Friday to review the 
South African dossier. 


Pinheiro will be visiting southern Africa next month, 
and would like to have a clear mandate from union 
governments to relaunch trade negotiations. Ideally he 
wants an agreement with Pretona by Easter, although 
union and South Afnmcan diplomats believe this is too 
opumustc. 


South Africa still has to decide whether or not it will 
accept a free trade area with the union — if this 
is eventually offered. While such a deal would help 
exporters, it would expose domestic industry to fierce 
compeuton. 


Minister, Delegation Return From Germany 


MBI601113696 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
1028 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 16 SAPA 
— There was no way South Africa could adopt another 
country’s constitutional mode! “just like that”, Constitu- 
tional Development Minister Roeif Meyer said on Tues- 
day. 
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He was speaking alt Johannesburg International Airport 
shortly after returning from a week-long fact finding 
mission to Germany. He was accompanied by a mult- 
party delegation. 


Meyer said the delegauon focused on three areas: the 
functioning of the Consutuuona! Court, how the German 
Bundesrat operated, and the division of power between 
the central and state governments. 


The delegation had not reached any conciusions, but 
had gained insight into the working of a consutuuiona! 
model similar to one which met Scuth Africa’s needs, 
Meyer said. 


Baleka Kgotsitsile, who spoke on behalf of the African 
National Congress in the absence of Meyer's deputy, 
Vali Moosa, expressed the need for the consttution to 
spell out local government's powers. 


Freedom Front leader Constant Viljoen said he had 
accompanied the delegation to invesugate devolution of 
power and self-determination. 


He observed that power in Germany devolved to the 
lowest levels, but stressed the level of co-ordination 
required was considerable and expensive. 


While Germany was far more homogeneous than South 
Africa, there were a few minority groups whose rights 
were consttuuionalised, he said. 


German ambassador Dr Uwe [name tndistunct} said his 
government would continue to help South Africa if 
requested. 


NP Concerned About Report on Retirement 
Taxation 


MB1701134896 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1238 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Jan 17 SAPA — 
Although most of the recommendations contained 1n the 
third interim report of the Katz Commission of Inquiry 
into certain aspects of South Africa's tax structure were 
acceptable, some were a cause for concern, National 
Party [NP] finance spokesman Dr Theo Alant said on 
Wednesday. 


The NP wanted the retirement fund taxation issue to 
be investigated further by parliament's joint standing 
committee on finance. The chapter dealing with this was 
the most important and most controversial sec on of the 
report, Alant said. 


“On the one hand the treatment of the subject presents 
4 Vast improvement over the unacceptable superficial 
treatment presented in chapter eight of the commission's 
first interim report. On the other hand, there are such 


This report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
18 prohibited withcut permission of the copyright owners 


12 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


grave concerns about the implications of the recommen- 
dations on the taxation of fund income and benefits that 
the government would be unwise to take policy deci- 
sions before further investigations.” 


Alant said the NP believed a tax on credit card 
transactions should also be investigated. It was a broad 
based tax which, even at a very small rate, would bring 
in vast amounts of revenue. 


The NP also favoured an increase in the VAT [value- 
added tax} rate from 14 to 15 percent, provided that 
enough revenue was generated for the personal income 
tax rate to be reduced. 


The party supported the commission's conclusion that 
a national land tax should not be introduced. The same 
was true for a capital gains tax which it had always 


opposed. 


It did, however, support the principle of a capital 
transfer tax, which would encompass the present estate 
duty and donations tax. But, Alant added, his party 
would resist increases of the present tax rates. 


NP Official Comments on Leak of Strategy Paper 


MB1701175896 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
17 Jan 96 p 3 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town — The National 
Party [NP] has not excluded a “personal vendetta” 
against Deputy President F W de Klerk as the reason for 
the leak of a secret party strategy paper to the media, 
according to NP executive director Fanus Schoeman. 


“There may be a few individuals who are not happy with 
the new developments, but they do not form a pressure 
group,” Schoeman said. 


On Monday De Klerk accused “troublemakers and 
saboteurs” in the party of leaking a confidential strategy 
paper that proposed changing the name and structures of 
the party to take advantage of an expected realignment 
in the South African political scene. 


De Klerk said he wanted them out of the party and 
promised disciplinary action against the person or 
persons who leaked the docu~ent. Schoeman said 
yesterday the party leadership was baffled by the leak. 
“In some or other way we will find out who did this,” 
he said. 


Minister of Mineral and Energy Affairs and Gauteng 
NP leader Pik Botha said in an interview there were 
“two schools of thought” in the party on the name issue. 
Some believed the NP must finally break with the past 
by changing its name, while others believed the move 
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would be wrong without obvious voter support. Botha 
conceded he supported a name change and a removal 
of the "dead wood" from the party. 


The NP on Monday declared its support for De Klerk 
and the party's initiative to seek out new allies in the 
long term. 


De Klerk confirmed that the NP was not interested in 
an alliance with an existing party but would co-operate 
with any party that shared its views on specific issues. 


Deputy President Thabo Mbeki yesterday said the NP 
should disband. 


President Nelson Mandela, speaking at his official Preto- 
ria residence yesterday, was hesitant to comment on the 
issue. For true democracy to flourish, the Government 
needed an opposition, and the NP had a constructive 
role to play, he said. The Government's first priority, 
however, was to ensure its Own organisation stayed in- 
tact, said Mandela. 


COSATU Not Expecting ‘Anything Final’ at Talks 


MB1701092696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions] General Secretary Sam Shilowa 
Says he is not expecting anything final to come out 
of today’s talks between labor and government on the 
restructuring of state assets. Mr. Shilowa told SABC 
{South African Broadcasting Corporation} Radio News 
each side would present its position, and he hoped a 
single document would emerge. He said once such a 
document had been endorsed by COSATU structures 
negotiations could begin in earnest. 


Earlier Mr. Shilowa said today’s meeting would take 
place amid what he called improved relations between 
the two parties. He said there was no lack of trust be- 
tween his organization and the government. However, 
COSATU was seeking an assurance that the govern- 
ment’s handling of the restructuring issue would not be 


repeated. 


PAC Names Acting Secretary-General 


MB1701202696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1551 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Jan 17 SAPA 
— Former Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] [word indis- 
tinct] committee [NEC] member Patricia de Lille said 
on Wednesday [17 January]. 


De Lille, a PAC MP, said from the PAC’s Cape Town 
parliamentary office the NEC would meet on January 27 
to discuss the resignation at the weekend of Maxwell 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-012 
18 January 1996 


Nemadzivhanani, whom Seleke would succeed in the 
interim. 


Nemadzivhanani, who offered no reason for his resigna- 
lion, 1s expected to conunue serving the party at branch 
level. He was the second senior PAC office-bearer to 
resign this month. The other was national administrator 
Irene Khumalo. 


Reacting to accusations by an unidentified NEC member 
that PAC president Clarence Makwetu had abandoned 
the party after his departure for the United States and 
Canada this week, de Lille said she would not answer 
to nameless people. 


Makwetu had definitely not left nor abandoned the 
party but had gone on the trip as a member of the 
parliamentary committee on intelligence, she said. 


ANC Welcomes Makgoba’s University 
Reinstatement 


MB1601131496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1200 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Johannesburg Jan 16 SAPA — 
The African National Congress on Tuesday welcomed 
the decision taken by the University of the Witwater- 
srand [Wits] council to reinstate Prof William Makgoba. 


Vice-Chancellor Makgoba, who was accused of falsi- 
fying his curriculum vitae, was suspended by Vice- 
Chancellor Robert Charlton for making public informa- 
tion about 13 of his colleagues. 


He was reinstated earlier this week after undertaking 
to return all copies of extracts made from the personal 
files of his colleagues who signed a letter of complaint 
against him. 


Tle ANC said in a statement the lifung of Makgoba’s 
suspension was long overdue, adding the process that 
had been agreed upon by all the stakeholders at Wits 
“should in good faith bring the enure Wits community 
together’. 


“Prof William Makgoba’s issue is but a symptom of 
the whole transformation process at Wits that requires 
urgent attention, the statement said. “We therefore 
urge the stakeholders to work towards a transformation 
process that is to bring a lasting solution and stability 
to Wits university as a public asset.” 


Parliament Passes Land Reform Bill 


MB15S01174996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1537 GMT 15 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
Jan 1S SAPA — The Land Reform Bill was an attempt 
to restore stability to conflict-ridden rural areas and 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 13 


remove labour tenants from the legal twilight zone, Land 
Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom said on Monday. The 
measure would extend basic human mghts and access 
\O resources to one of the most oppressed groups in 
South Africa, Hanekom said when introducing the Bill. 
[passage Omitted] 


A provision in the Bill giving labour tenants the nght 
to apply to buy the land which they had historically 
used and occupied would increase the number of black 
farmers and landowners. [passage omitted] 


NP [National Party] land affairs spokesman Andries 
Beyers said the NP supported the Bul which provided 
a legislative remedy for land owners in situations of 
conflict. "We share the view of the Counct! of SA [South 
Africa] Bankers that this Bill will have a significant 
impact on the nights of existing agricultural property 
owners as well as the expectation of labour tenants. 


The party was satisfied that most of the agricultural 
unions’ objecuons had been accommodated but was 
concerned that the Bill's land redistribuuon mea- 
sure might create the impression that wage-earning 
farmhands, as well as our tenants, could also attempt to 
establish a right to the land on which they lived. “Were 
this principle accepted 1t would have far-reaching and 
negative consequences...and the country’s economy 
would be irrevocably damaged.” 


The Inkatha Freedom Party's [IFP] Harriet Ngubane 
opposed the bill adding that labour tenancy was a 
“shameful practice.” The bill failed in its objective of 
abolishing labour tenancy. She called on Hanekom to 
refer the measure back to the comnuttee so that it could 
be redrafted making 1t possible for the IFP to support it. 


Freedom Front MP Pieter Grobbelaar also opposed the 
measure. It affected the land rights of the individual and 
would lead to chaos. It was incomprehensible that any 
knowledgeable farmer could support it. 


Mike Ellis of the Democratic Party [DP] also opposed 
it on the grounds that it created more problems than it 
sought to address and would perpetuate labour tenancy 
However, the DP did support those sections in the bill 
dealing with evictions. 


It was also supported by the Pan Afncan Congress, 
despite certain flaws. 


The Bill was passed after a division by 226 votes to 35, 
with the IFP, DP and Freedom Front voting against. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Agricultural Union Criticizes Bill 


MB1601150396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1422 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} BLOEMFONTEIN Jan 16 
SAPA — The Land Reform Bill to provide property 
rights for tenant labourers was not acceptable in its 
present form to the Free State Agricultural Union, 
union president Dr Piet Gouws said in Bloemfontein 
on Tuesday. 


Gouws said the Bill had been carried through Parliament 
on Monday because it was supported by the biggest 
political parties. The Bill attacked the property rights of 
landowners. li was detrimental to commercial farming 
as land values were prejudiced, land would be cut into 
pieces and the principle of willing buyer/seller was not 
honoured. 


Gouws said the constructive involvement of organised 
agriculture hed already led to an improvement in 
legislauon. He appealed to Land Affairs Minister Derek 
Hanekom to co-operate with organised agriculture to 
adapt the legislation so that, despite resistance, it would 
be more acceptable for practical implementation. 


Natal Farmers Threaten Emigration 


MB1701134396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1237 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Durban Jan 17 SAPA — 
Commercial farmers in KwaZulu/Natal may emigrate to 
neighbouring countries to avoid the effects of the Land 
Reform (Labour Tenants) Bill, Natal Agricultural Union 
[NAU] President Graham McIntosh said on Wednesday. 


The Bill, which was passed by the National Assembly 
on Monday, enables labour tenants to purchase farmland 
they occupy from the landowner. Farmers are obliged to 
sell land or provide alternative compensation to genuine 
labour tenants. 


Farmers have criticised the Bill, believing it will ad- 
versely affect property values, create conflict between 
workers and farm owners and threaten the profitability 
of commercial farms. 


“T think if this kind of unreasonable legislation keeps 
on coming through, farmers will ieave,” McIntosh said. 


KwaZulwNatal and Mpumalanga would be most af- 
fected by the new legislation due to the estimated 20,000 
to 40,000 labour tenants in the two provinces. McIntosh 
said farmers were also concerned about a possible in- 
flux of landless peonle to commercial farms hoping to 
benefit from the Bill. “The new landowners will obvi- 
ously be happy to get income (from additional tenants) 
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and this could lead to a whole senes of little poverty 
traps. 


“A Bill like this just marches us back to a rural slum 
mentality at a time when we're trying to build a modern 
economy,” he said. 


The South African Agricultural Union would consider 
challenging the Bill in the Consututional Court should 
the Bill be approved in the Senate, he added. 


The new Bill also prevents the arbitrary eviction of 
labour tenants, who are loosely defined as rural tarm 
workers with historical links to land they have used and 
occupied in exchange for labour. 


Mcintosh said there had been relatively few evictions in 
KwaZulu/Natal and the Bill was therefore misdirected. 
“Our records show there were relatively few evicuons, 
and when you compare the number of farm evictions 
to (displacement caused by) tnbal fighting in KwaZulu/ 
Natal, evicuions are almost a little blip on the screen, 
he said. “We're not saying there aren't abuses, but it 
seems farmers are an easy target for the redistribution 
of land,” he added. 


Various organisations have welcomed the Bill as a 
“breakthrough” for historically disadvantaged farm- 
worker communites. The Association of Rural 
Advancement said: “We believe the Bill does no more 
than confirm in law what already exists: that portions 
of farms are not being used by farmers. The Bill puts 
all landowners under the same obliga ‘ns and levels 
the playing field.” 


Plans To Relaunch National TV Service Stalled 


MR1601150296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1400 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Jan 17 
SAPA — The Independent Broadcasting Authority 
[IBA] on Tuesday [16 January} threw the SABC's 
[South African Broadcasting Corporation] plans of re- 
launching its television service into disarray. 


IBA co-chairman Peter de Klerk told a media briefing 
that although the authority appreciated that the £ ABC's 
licence amendment application aid some of its proposed 
changes were intended as a step towards its transforma- 
tion, the IBA was obliged to let the public voice their 
opinions on the matter. “It is in this light that the au- 
thonty has decided to hold hearings in each of the nine 
provinces at which people who have made represen- 
tations and requested a hearing on the subject will be 
afforded an opportunity of amplifying their representa- 
tions,” de Klerk said 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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He said the IBA appreciated the difficulty the SABC 
found itself in regarding arrangements already made 
for the relaunch. “Regrettably the authority is bound 
by the law prescribing procedures for the amendment 
of broadcasting licences, the same law that bounds the 
SABC too. 


“Against this background and having received the ap- 
plication only on December 21 (last year), the authority 
is unable to accede to the request of the SABC for the 
licences to be amended with effect from February 4, 
1996. This will affect the ability of the SABC to launch 
their proposed new service in a manner that will not 
violate their current licence conditions.” 


De Klerk added that the IBA would use its best 
endeavours to complete the hearings and address the 
matter, concentrating mainly on the language grouping 
aspect of the application, within the next four to six 
weeks. 


Asked what the authority's position would be if the 
SABC decided to go ahead with the relaunch, IBA 
councillor William Lane said the IBA would be at 
“liberty to take any acuions deemed necessary in terms 
of the law”. These could include obtaining an interdict 
against the corporation, which would result in its 
transmitters being switched off, he said. 


Freedom Front Criticizes SABC 


MB1701092096 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Independent Broad- 
casting Authority [IBA] has warned that it could take 
steps against the SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] if the corporation goes ahead with its plans 
to relaunch its television programs on 4 February with- 
out IBA approval. [passage omitted] Yesterday the IBA 
announced that in terms of the law it would first have to 
consult the public in a series of public hearings before 
it could approve the relaunch. [passage omitted] 


The Freedom Front has accused the SABC of disre- 
garding the law, and of giving the impression that it 
disregards public opinion. 


SABC Proceeds With Changes 


MB1701093096 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in Zulu/Xhosa GMT 1700 16 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation] will go ahead with the 
planned relaunch of its three channels next month. This 
process will go ahead in spite of the protests by the 
IBA [Independent Broadcasting Authority} that it will 
not be able to make the necessary amendments to the 
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SABC licence on time. However, the SABC says it will 
endeavour to adhere to requirements of the existing 
licence. 


[Begin recording] [SABC Reporter Thembi Mkoko] The 
conflict between the SABC and the IBA started two 
years ago. The IBA’s first concern was the investigation 
of the public broadcaster. It needed clarificauon on the 
number of proposed channels, and number of languages 
that were to be used by SABC. The language problem 
was a hot issue, especially equal rights of all official 
languages. 


The 1996 proposals recommended that in the three 
channels re- arrangements would be made to cover 
all languages, and the launching date was to be the 
4th February. But the application by the SABC to the 
IBA for amendment of its licence put the proposed 
relaunching in doubt. Today the IBA said according 
to law, there must be thorough investigation of issues 
before the SABC is permitted to proceed with the 
relaunch. 


[IBA Spokesman Peter de Klerk, in English] The 
authority is unable to accede to the request of the SABC 
for the licence to be amended with effect from 4th 
February, 1996. They were fully aware of the SABC's 
commitment regarding its proposed launch and the 
effect on advertising, however, the authorities’s primary 
concern is the protection of the public interest, and the 
need to accord members of the public an opportunity 
to participate in transformation of the national public 
broadcaster. 


{[Mkoko] The SABC says it will ensure that it adheres 
to the requirement of the present licence. 


{SABC Spokesman Ken Modise, in English} The IBA 
has not putting us on hold, I think they've have raised 
an issue in relation to our licence. | mean first I must 
mention the fact that the relaunch process will be 
going ahead. That will be done within the confines 
of the existing licence, to which obviously we will 
need to make some minor adjustments — to actually 
the schedule — but we will be going ahead with the 
relaunching. 


{Mkoko] The IBA says if the SABC continues with the 
relaunching next month, it may be forced to think up 
a new format. According the broadcast laws the public 
has the right to take legal steps against the SABC. [end 
recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-012 


16 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 18 January 1996 


SABC To Adjust Language Plan 


MB1701133696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation] says the planned name 
change for the new SABC TV channels will continue, 
but that the corporation will try to adjust the language 
distribution. SABC spokesperson Ken Modise says the 
corporation will now try to include Sotho, Tswana, 
and Pedi on SABC |. According to the original plan, 
SABC | was to include only Zulu, Xhosa, and English. 
He added that the SABC had not given up on its plans 
to go ahead with its plans for the relaunch. Mr. Modise 
said the delay by the IBA [Independent Broadcasting 
Authority} in granting the corporation’s license had not 
caused any major problems to the relaunching plan. 


Democratic Party Lauds IBA 


MB1701140196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1306 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Jan 17 SAPA 
— The Democratic Party [DP] on Wednesday com- 
mended the Independent Broadcasting Authority [IBA] 
for “sticking to the letter of the law” and insisting on 
public hearings on proposed changes to SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] TV's programme 
format. 


DP media spokeswoman Dene Smuts said the SABC 
should welcome the opportunity presented by the hear- 
ings to explain the effect of each channel's transmitter 
reach on language choices. 


“It there is to be a third SABC channel at all — a 
decision not yet taken — then viewers in various parts 
of the country, including Cape Town, who do not now 
receive NNTV and who fit the profile projected for 
SABC 3, will want to ask for an extension of the 
service, she said. 


Students Start ‘Mass Action’ on ‘White Schools’ 


MB1601153296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1516 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] NELSPRUIT Jan 16 SAPA 
— Members of the Congress of SA [South Africa] 
Students [Cosas] and the SA Students’ Congress [Sasco] 
on Tuesday [16 January] began two weeks of mass 
action in Mpumalanga to force the government to close 
Model-C schools in the province. 


Cosas deputy chairman Nicholas Ngoma said members 
would march to “white schools” in Nelspruit, Sabie, 
Delmas and Groblersdal where black pupils had not 
been granted admission, African Eye News Service 


reported. “We will also have sit-ins at those schools, 
he told a media briefing in Nelspruit on Tuesday, but 
refused to disclose which schools were targeted because 
they might close on the day Cosas planned to march 
there. 


Ngoma said most of the major marches would be on 
January 25. Schooling would not be disrupted, he said 
Ngoma said Model-C schools should not exist because 
only whites or “members of the bourgeoisie” could 
afford to send their children there. He called tor the 
closure of Afrikaans schools which were demanding 
Afrikaans as their only medium of instruction. “We're 
not against their culture, but want public schools for 
everyone across the province, he said. 


Ngoma said Model-C schools were ‘too racist and too 
expensive’. Because blacks had adopted a bad attitude 
towards these schools, they were not accepted as pupils 
He urged the government to stop the amalgamation o! 
certain “white schools’ and to recognise all schools’ 
governing bodies. “It is only the white school governing 

dies that know how to manage their schools,” said 
. osas project coordinator Sammy Nkosi. 


Cosas and Sasco are demanding the government imme- 
diately redeploy teachers to balance the pupil-teacher ra- 
tio, and implement a national loan and bursary scheme 
They also want subsidies for “white schools” to be cut 
and the funds used to meet the province’s classroom 
shortage. 


Ngoma said marches would be made to tertiary inst- 
tuuions to demand they establish broad transtormation 
forums. 


Sasco Seeks Intervention in ‘Racist’ Policies 


MB1701140296 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
1313 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[Report by Lies] Hattingh] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Johannesburg Jan 17 SAPA 
The South African Students Congress’ [Sasco}| Gauteng 
branch on Wednesday launched a campaign to change 
“racist, supreme and unreasonably strict) admussion 
policies at traditionally white tertiary institutions 


Sasco said at a Johannesburg news conterence that ad 
mission policies at among others Rand Afrikaans (s 
versity, Johannesburg College of Education. Pretoma 
Technikon, University of South Africa, University of the 
Witwatersrand, Potchefstroom University and the Tech 
nikon of the Witwatersrand were in effect restricting the 
admission of disadvantaged students 


While Sasco acknowledged government efforts in trans- 
forming education, the organisation said there was a 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and disseminaison 
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lack of progress and disadvantaged students remained 
a uny, unconsidered minority” at Certain instituuons, 


Through Operation Access”, Sasco wants more disad- 
vantaged students admitted to tradiuonally white tertiary 
instutuuions, regardless of their financial situation. This 
would improve the imbalance in student demographics 
and overcrowding at “black” insutuuions. 


It also wants students who sull owe study fees outstand- 
ing from last year to be allowed to register for 1996. 
Sasco said government should review its subsidy for- 
mula, “which remains racist and still boosts rich, liberal 
and Afrikaner Broederbond [brotherhood ]-orientated in- 
sutuuions 


The principle of granting education institutions subsi- 
dies in view of their contribution to reconstruction and 
development, objectives had not been implemented et- 
fecuvely, Sasco said 


Gauteng Sasco Secretary-General Mike Ramagoma ac- 
cused certain tertiary instituuions of being more con- 
cerned with potential students’ financial situations than 
with making support systems available to the disadvan- 
taged 


We are asking for government intervention.” While 
such tertiary insutuuions reterred to themselves as au- 
tonomous, they were still run with public funds. 


Sasco also wants the removal of university council 
members not committed to transformation in education. 
Gauteng Sasco chairman Jacob Mamobola said branches 
could point the government to university council mem- 
hers opposed to transformation. 


Ramagoma said Sasco had sent proposals taken at its 
annual congress in December to Education Minister 
Sibusiso Benghu and Gauteng educauon MEC [member 
of the Executrve Council] Mary Metcalte. 


The proposals included the establishment of a national 
loans and bursary scheme for first year students. Ram- 
agoma said the country had enough resources to realise 
such a scheme. In terms of admission policies, Sasco 
wants more disadvantaged students to be admitted to 
terliary instituuons within the next six weeks. 


Responses from central and provincial government 
as well as terliary institutions to Sasco’s admission 
demands would be assessed early in February to decide 
On possible Mass action 


Government, Labor Deadlock Over Restructuring 
MB/801063896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English OSOO GMT 18 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government and labor 
unions have failed to finalize details on a framework 
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for the restructuring of state assets. After a marathon 
meeting which ended in Pretona late last night the 
two delegations said they had encountered problems on 
the wording of the compromise document drafted on 
Sunday [14 January}. The documeni was a combination 
of positions exchanged between government and labor 
about two weeks ago. 


Public Enterprises Minister Siella Sigcau said the parties 
would now consult their principals to seek a mandate for 
further negouations. She said she expected a settlement 
before the end of the month. 


Meanwhile the government says it will stop parastatals 
from going ahead with any moves on restructuring 
while discussions with labor are contuunuing. Referring to 
reports that Telkom [Telecommunications Corporation] 
was looking tor a strategic equity partner, Ms. Sigcau 
said 1i Was Counterproductive to the spirit to negouations 
to implement any decisions parastatals might have taken 
on the issue Ms. Sigcau said this could mysufy any 
processes that the two parties were dealing with. 


Kastern Cape Premier Mhlaba Profiled 


MB/201168196 Johannesbure MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 12-18 Jan 96 p12 


[Artucle on Eastern Cape Premier Raymond Mhlaba by 
Mark Gevisser} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} You catch the similarity ties! 
in the tone: the ponderous and spare mode of delivery, 4 
schoolmastersh stress on each syllable. Then you catch 
‘tin the ability — perhaps borne of a half-lifetume in 
capuvity — to contro! a large, even gangly, frame with 
the smallest of gestures, in the wry self-deprecatory 
[words indistinct} that nonetheless never inumates self- 
doubt, in that archaic mission-school language where 
men are fellows or, if a lite younger, ‘chaps’ 


Nelson Mandela and Raymond Mhiaba are almost exact 
contemporaries: they were born, two years apart, on 


opposite ends — socially and geographically — of 


what 1s now the Eastern Cape. They both landed up 
at Healdtown Mission School, the Thembu princeling 
hy right and the policeman’s son by pluck. 


Mandela went to university, became a lawyer in Jo- 
hannesburg, assumed his position of leader. Mhiaba 
drifted into Port Elizabeth found the Communist Party 
on a drycleaner’s shopfioor, and was working as a clerk 
in a lawyer's office when Mandela recruited him into 
Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation; ANC mili- 
tary wing} in 1961. They stood tral together in 1964, 
spent 25 years in jail together. Now the one governs the 
country and the other the Eastern Cape 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and disseminaten 
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Although they share many mannerisms, Mhlaba is as 
down-home as Mandela is patrician. Mandela is “Tata”, 
the father adored, revered and sometimes also feared. 
Mhlaba is “Oom Ray”, the uncle, loved too, but a little 
distant, a little less directly engaged in the destiny of 
his subjects. 


In Mandela's au obiography — and, indeed, in most 
accounts of the Rivonia tral and life on Robben Island 
— Mhlaba is something of a conundrum: he 1s always 
around, yet somewhat invisible; he is always very 
senior (he was one of the four-man “High Organ” on 
the Island), and yet one knows very little about his 
personality, his style, his responsibilities. He is part of 
the trail of names, Mhlaha-Motsoaledi-Mlangeni, that 
follow in the typographical wake of Mandela and Sisulu. 
Of the Rivonia generation, however, he is th only one, 
apart from Mandela, to hold a position of significant 
responsibility in the new government. 


Mandela does give us one little clue when he describes 
how he consulted his inmates about negotiating with the 
government. “Ray was always a man of few words, and 
for several moments he digested what I had said. He 
then looked at me and said. “Madiba, what have you 
been waiting for? You should have started this years 
ago."” 


His indeed a man of few words, no-nonsense and 
common-sensical, staunch in his belief in the common 
man, unwavering in his commitment to socialism (he 
replaced Joe Slovo as the National Chairman of the 
party), and given to workaday but quite compelling 
homilies, often with a martial tinge (he was sent for 
extensive military training in China in 1962). He and 
his comrades in government, he tells me, are “untrained 
to govern ... like a man in a war situation who has never 
used a gun before, but is handed one and told to fight’. 


We sit in the banal, face-brick, suburban box that 
Lennox Sebe deluded himself into believing was a Pres- 
idential Palace. All in all, Bisho ts a pale imitation of 
Mmabatho (say what you like about Lucas Mangope, 
he knew how to buy style). The Ciskei capital used to 
be infuriating, outrageous, deadly. Now its stone leop- 
ards are pathetic and without the omnipresent crunch of 
soldiers’ boots giving the illusion of order and sover- 
ecignty, the sound of peasant women announcing their 
freshly roasted corn dominates. 


Now, the incongruously classicist lines of the buildings 
are smudging into a true post-modernity that proclaims 
that order is unattainable and reflects the bewilderment 
of is current political occupants — democrats! mod- 
ernists' communists! In a world of stone leopards, they 
are trying to clear a new society out of a hinterland 
that is vast, populous, underdeveloped. It holds within it 
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South Africa's own Wild West, our very own tragic car- 
icature of a Banana Republic, the Transkei, the poorest 
part of the country, the logical end product of apartheid. 
It is lawless, corrupt and undernourished; it has R9- 
billion [rands] in debt, serviced by 90,000 civil servants 
who do ... well, very little indeed. 


Oom Ray; the commoner from New Brighton, chuckles 
about Transkeians: “Oh yes,” he says, “they have their 
own history ... They'll tell you, ‘we have always 
governed ourselves, we know how to govern’. Even 
when | was at Healdtown, people trom Transkei spoke 
about how they were from the Black England ... “We 
are elite, we are special’. Yes, if you want to approach 
a Transkeian you handle it with care.” 


But there are dangerous politics lurking behind the 
gentle mockery. For the system he inherited boasts not 
only bone-idle civil servants but also putfed-up chiets. 
They privately scorn Mhlaba as a deracinated commoner 
and, while he would never publicly admit it, those close 
to him say he sees them as precisely the kind of feudal 
scourge socialism was supposed to do away with. But 
they, like the senior ranks of tw civil service, are key 
ANC power brokers. They are Uius not easily discarded, 
they all have vested interests in the status quo, and all 
have (or believe they should have) a hotline to Cousin 
Mandiba. 


The evidence of graft grows by the day: pay check em- 
bezzlement in the health department was so entrenched 
the government has had to tender an outside contrac- 
tor to manage the payroll; phantom teachers at phan- 
tom schools were paid very real salaries; the Transke1 
government defrauded itsclf in a bizarre scam where it 
charged itself illegally high interest through its bank. 


Little wonder the civil service is, by Mhlaba’s own ad- 
mission, “very hostule to us.” The cause of the “mis- 
trust’, he believes, “is that this is a bloated admuinis- 
tration that will have to be trimmed. So they know 
they will have to be retrenched’. Indeed, on the day 
I interviewed Mhlaba, the province's Director General, 
Thozamile Botha, announced that around 18,000 civil 
servants could lose their jobs in a plan aimed at bring- 
ing the province's impossible civil service into line. His 
goal is to reduce the numbers from 155,000 to 124,000. 


By completely restructuring the province, thereby ren- 
dering everybody redundant and forcing everybody to 
reapply for their jobs, Botha believes he has provided 
the rest of the country with a model for how to circum- 
vent the sunset clause. “We are the first province,” he 
says, which is facing the reality of bloated administra- 
tions head on and which 1s trying to deal » '. rather 
than using delaying tactics. 
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But in my interview with national Public Administration 
Minister Zola Skweyiya in December, he pointed! 
contrasted the Eastern Cape with Mpumalanga. The 
former, he said, “was very negative towards old public 
servants already there, from South Africa and the 
bantustans. They tried to chop everyone, and the result 
was hostility. Mpumalanga never had that problem: 
from before the elecuons, (Matthews) Phosa interacted 
with all the different stakeholders to set things up. 
So, from the beginning, they had a vision shared by 
everyone. There has thus been less tensions there.” 


The result: things have moved quicker in Mpumalanga. 
One example is that both provinces made significant 
agreements with Germany shortly after the 1994 elec- 
tions. According to the Germans, most of the agree- 
ments have been implemented in Mpumalanga, but 
nothing has happened in the Eastern Cape. Mhlaba ac- 
knowledges this: “There is some delay | cannot put my 
finger on.” 


Answers like that are testimony to the premier’s 
straightforwardness and honesty. They also lead many 
to believe that he does not have a grasp on his 
province's issues. He is, says one senior official, “very 
good on the big picture but very fuzzy on the detail.” 
Several of his advisers acknowledge that there is a 
general impression that he and the province are not 
doing a good job, but insist this has to do with the 
impossibility of the situation. 


It is unfair to blame Mhlabda for the excesses of a 
system that rotted while he was sitting in prison. He 
is industrious, engaged, and wise. 


But one key player notes: “Oom Ray inspires loyalty ang 
love in those who know him. I, for one, can honestly 
say I love him. But he is not a charismatic figure. He 
doesn't have the verve to be able to say, ‘Come on, 
we're all in this together'’” 


One of the more irrational laws of politics is that 
if you make people believe you are doing things, 
you encourage a confidence which actually makes 
things start to happen. Almost every other [words 
indistinct} cloth of reconciliation. At least, they say, 
we've got everyone working together' Both Mhlaba 
and the Eastern Cape don’t seem to be interested 
in this rhetoric — perhaps because the region is so 
overwhelmingly dominated by one ethnic majority; 
perhaps because Mhlaba, a man truly reconciled after 
25 years in prison and a communist to his bones, can't 
bring himself to play games with racial identity. 


“| think more than anything,” says another senior 
politician from the region, “that Oom Ray is trapped by 
the fact that he is not [Sports and Recreation Minister 
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Steve] Steve Tshwete.” This is a reference to the fact 
that the hugely popular Tshwete was expected to be 
given the province. Some say Mhlaba’s appointment 
was the direct intervenuon of Mandela, a combination 
of the Old Man's loyalty to an old comrade and his 
sentimental attachment to his own province. Others 
point to the fact that the province is an amalgamation 
of three very powerful ANC regions — the old Eastern 
Cape, Border and the Transkei — each of which 
believes, fervently, that *t is the cradle of the liberauion 
movement. The competition between the many leaders 
from these three regions was so severe that Mhlaba had 
to be called in as the elderly statesman compromise. 


In every other province the ANC won, it installed a 
young, chansmatic, ambitious man as premier. All of 
them are a good three decades younger than Mhlaba. 
The provinces were given to the young “chaps”: no-one 
really expected them, anyway, to have much power in 
a centralised state. 


But, because the “chaps” are ambitious and the con- 
Stituuon ambiguous, the provinces have become reser- 
voirs of political testosterone. The archetypical premier 
is as pop as [Gauteng’s}] Tokyo [Sexwale], as cocky 
as [the Northern Cape's} Manne [Dipico], as main-man 
as Matthews and as tuned-in as Terror. A Tshwete 
or a [Deputy Environmental Affairs Minister Bantu] 
Holomisa would fit right in to the profile. There's some- 
thing quite incongruous, and not a litte moving, about 
Oom Ray Mhlaba, with his dove-white hair and his blue- 
flecked cataracting eyes. 


Notices in Press Cause Privatization Confusion 


MB1601135996 Johannesbure THE STAR (BUSINESS 
REPORT Supplement) in English 16 Jan 96 p 2 


{Report by Charlotte Mathews] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg — Despite soft- 
pedalling by the government on privatisation, notices 
in the press yesterday invited expressions of interest 
in Mossgas [Mossel Bay Gas Project} and some of 
the SABC’s [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
commercial radio stations. 


This would appear to contradict the government's com- 
mitment to consultauon with Jahon before embark- 
ing on restructuring. According to one economist, who 
asked not to be named, these proposed sales “do boul 
down to privatisation.” 


Another economist said it looked very much as though 
the government had started to privatise, but in view of 
Mossgas’s loss- making history there would probably 
be few objections if a buyer was found for it 
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Elize Swart, an economic assistant at the Afrikaanse 
Handelsinstituut [Afrikaans Trade Institute] said the 
institute regarded the sale of Mossgas as the first step 
towards privatisation. The institute was in favour of 
the sale and believed it would be of assistance to the 
economy. 


A consultant at Investec Merchant Bank, which was 
handling the sale of SABC commercial radio stations, 
said he could not comment on the issue of whether this 
was a privatisation or not, but the notice had already 
drawn substantial interest. 


Zwelinzima Vavi, the assistant general secretary of 
COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions], 
said the sale of Mossgas and SABC radio stations would 
still be classed as privatisation. 


COSATU had not yet discussed the issue of Mossgas 
and when Vavi spoke to Business Report he was about 
to attend a meeting where it would be raised. Vavi 
could not say at this stage what COSATU’s position 
on Mossgas would be. 


COSATU wanted a restructuring of state enterprises 
to meet the basic needs of the reconstruction and 
development programme and did not want privatisation 
to play a role in this. The state would want to introduce 
some element of privatisation, he said. 


South African Press Review for 17 Jan 
MB1701164596 


[FBIS Editorial Report} 


CITY PRESS 


Paper Supports COSATU Position on Privatization — 
Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 14 January 
in a page-16 editorial says the country’s “problems” 
Started when the government “tackled privatisation.” 
“Somebody should have told the government that — 
whether it likes it or not — privatisation among the 
majority of our workers is a dirty word associated with 
bad company.” Now the labor federation, the Congress 
of South African Trade Unions, COSATU, has made 
no secret of it that “it does not support privatisation as 
it has been articulated by the government so far. We 
agree with COSATU’s position. This nation, faced with 
more than SO percent unemployment, cannot afford to 
have our people retrenched. That is what privatisation 
will do in the first instance. We also don't agree that 
only a few well-connected blacks should benefit from a 
privatised SA Airways, postal services and other state- 
owned assets." COSATU is also “right” in insisting on 
consultation among government, labor, and business on 
this issue. 
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THE STAR 


Death of Lesotho King — The “untimely” death ot 
Lesotho’s King Moshoeshoe II "will test the young and 
fragile stability of the mountain kingdom,” notes a page- 
14 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 17 January. The paper refers to the involvement of 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Botswana in brokering a 
resolution in 1994 when the then King Letsie tried to 
oust the present head of government, Nisu Mokhele. A 
little careful diplomatic pressure now by the same troika 
that resolved the °94 affair, and whose representatives 
are still involved in the restructuring of the military, 
should see the Moshoeshoe royal blanket passed calmly 
to his son after Queen Mamohato’s regency. A year 
of stability needs to be consolidated and any ambition 
lurking in the barracks must get the very clear message 
that the king’s death is not to be exploited.” 


“OWETAN 


Lesotho Fate Linked to South Africa — Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 17 January in a page-& 
editorial says Lesotho is experiencing an “uncertuin’ 
political and economic phase and this uncertainty 1s 
“helped and at the same time rendered fragile by the 
existence of a strong democratic South Africa [SA]. The 
more SA becomes economically stronger and politically 
stable, the more dependent Lesotho will become on 
us. Their fate is thus linked to the future of SA and 
the sooner that realisation becomes part of the regional 
agenda, the better.” 


THE CITIZEN 


NP Future — Commenting on the leaking of a National 
Party, NP, document about its plans to transform 
into a “new political movement’” Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN if English on 16 January in its page-6 
editorial says: “There is nothing wrong with the Nationa! 
Party [NP] changing its name and structure or forming 
alliances with other parties.” “The NP, whether it cares 
to admit it or not, is essentially a White, Afrikaner 
party and it will need a total restructuring to change that 
image and to make the party acceptable to Blacks and 
Coloureds while keeping its Afrikaner hase. Meanwhile 
there is the danger of the defection of many more 
Afrikaners when the Afrikaner language and schooling. 
as well as employment in the civil service and the 
security forces, are under attack and the NP can’t stop 
this.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Parliament Faces Test in Police Spy Scandal — “Par- 
liamentary supervision of the intelligence community is 
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facing the first major test of its efficacy — in the in- 
vestigation of the police ‘bugging’ scandal,” according 
to Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 11 January 
in a page-6 editorial. It is “vital” that the parliamentary 
Standing committee establish the facts in the present 
case. “Who is spying on whom, and in whose interests? 
It is the duty of the Committee to ensure that execu- 
tive abuse of the intelligence function can never recur 
— and that the intelligence community is always held 
accountable to the legislature.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Flat Tax Proposed — The lead editorial on page 10 
of the Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 
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17 January suggests that South Africa consider a flat 
income tax. The simplicity of a flat tax, the paper argues, 
would make it easy to administer — “a godsend to 
South Africa, whose tax administrauon 1s collapsing. 
The paper also argues that under a flat tax system, 
tax “evasion that carried strict penaluies would become 
far less attractive.” To the argument that a flat tax 1s 
regressive the paper responds: “Not so if a flat tax 
rate is accompanied by common personal exemptions 
and an earned income threshold under which tax 1s not 
payable. It is, then, as progressive as the present system 
of graduated rates.” 
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Angola 


Albright Arrives With Security Council Warning 


LD1801110896 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1000 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations handed a message to both Fresident 
Eduardo dos Santos and UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Liberation of Angola] leader Jonas Savimbi 
this morning asking for a greater commitment to the 
peace process. Madeleine Albright brought a letter from 
the UN Security Council which expresses great concern 
over the cease-fire violations and the slow progress 
in applying the Lusaka protocol. The letter contains a 
warning: the peace process must be speeded up. More 
details from Armando Pires: 


[Pires] Mrs. Madeleine Albright told journalists this 
morning here in Luanda that she 1s her to warn both 
sides about the fact that the UN Security Council ts 
ready to say enough is enough if UNITA and the 
government cannot carry forward, in a clear and efficient 
way, the implementation of the Lusaka protocol. Mrs. 
Madeleine Albright also recalled that she is here as 
President Clinton's representative but also said that, 
in February, she will chair the UN Security Council 
and that all conclusions drawn from this visit, all 
reports coming out of the visit, will be decisive for any 
decisions made at Security Counc:i level: 


[Begin Albright recording, in English with superim- 
posed Portuguese translation] Whatever report I can 
give to my colleagues about the pace that is taking place 
in terms of the quartering and other aspects of the peace 
process, will play a large role in the determination of 
the international community to continue its commitment 
to the process. [end recording} 


That was Madeleine Albright speaking a few minutes 
ago at Luanda’s 4 February Airport. [passage omitted] 


Madeleine Albright has now gone to meet with Pres- 
ident Eduardo dos Santos. She will hold an extraordi- 
nary meeting today with the Joint Political and Military 
Commission and tomorrow she will travel to Bailundo 
to meet with Jonas Savimhi. 


Albright Reportedly To Meet Savimbi 19 Jan 


MB180/1124996 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1225 GMT 18 Jan 96 


[PBIS Translated Text} Madeleine Albright, U.S. am- 
bassador to the United Nations, arrived in Luanda this 
morming, carrying messages from the White House and 
the UN Security Council to Presidents Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos and Jot as Malheiro Savimbi. The Security Coun- 
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cil’s and President Bili Clinton's envoy 1s appealing for 
the establishment of peace. She will meet Dr. Jonas Mal- 
heiro Savimbi, president of the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITAJ, in Batlundo 
on 19 January. This afternoon she will meet the Joint 
Commission. 


UNITA’s 15th Annual Party Conference Begins 


MBI 701203896 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) The proceedings of the 1 Sth an- 
nual party conference began in Bailundo this afternoon. 
The two-day conference 1s being presided over by Dr. 
Jonas Malheiro Savimhi, leader of the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]. It wall 
assess the implementation of the Lusaka Accords and 
examine the delicate issues of troop confinement and 
UNITA’s participation in the government of national 
unity, among other things. The conference 1s attended by 
over 700 delegates trom across the country and abroad 


Officials from the UN Angola Verificauon Mission and 
nongovernmental organizations also attended the con- 
ference’s opening session. Addressing the conterence, 
the UNITA leader called on delegates to actively take 
part in reaching decisions that will make UNITA a true 
partner in governing Angola. He also called on the del- 
egates to reflect on the country’s present situation 


The following four working Commissions were estab- 
lished: the Political Commission, the Diplomatic and 
Information Commission, the Military Commission, and 
the Economic Commission. All commissions, with the 
exception of the Poliucal Commission, will begin the: 
work at 2100. 


Savimbi Addresses Conference 


MBI SO1103896 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Nevro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 18 Jan 96 


| Excerpt’ of speech by Jonas Savimh, president of 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, UNITA, at the opening of the 1Sth a cual party 
conference in Bailundo on 17 January — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text) First, | would like to wish ev- 
eryone that 1996 will be a year of peace. [applause] 
We met here in 1995 on the occasion of our eighth 
congress during which we discussed and outlined our 
posiuons within the framework of the Lusaka Proto- 
col. We are gathered here today to try to take stock of 
Our participation in the peace process and, through the 
various Commissions, try finding solutions to very ( ’se- 
nous) problems. We must make very [words indistinct] 
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decisions. However adequate our analysis [passage in- 
distinct} I would like to urge delegates to this conference 
to play a [passage indistinct). 


Someone has written to us, saying that [words indisunct} 
the solution found in South Africa despite the problems 
{words indistinct] why Angolans cannot find a solution 
that suit Angola’s? (?As I said), the country is faced by 
a lack of identity [words indistinct]. Intellectual elites 
reflect national values. They are not the only elites. 
Could i be that Angola lacks intellectuals to find a 
definite and lasung solution to matters of coexistence? 
Could it be that UNITA lacks courageous and talented 
intellectuals who think not only in terms of risks 
and sacrifices, but also in terms of opportunities that 
give ("hope to Angolans)? We want intellectuals, both 
civilian and military, attending this annual conference to 
give impetus to the peace process and to Angola [words 
indisunct] [applause] 


Are there no aspirations, questions, uncertainties’? Yes, 
there are. But it is precisely because of aspirations 
and uncertainties that we must take risks and try to 
define the paths we must follow. Have I come here with 
definitive solutions to our uncertainties? No. If that were 
the case | would have met with the vice president, the 
secretary general, and the generals here. No, I have no 
(definitive) solutions, and that is why I have come here 
to make my (?contribution). 


Right now, no one ts absolutely certain that the Lusaka 
Protocol will succeed. But we must face the challenge 
here. We have a [words indist:nct] for the sace of the 
Lusaka Protocol, the party, and Angolan interests. 


V/e must caution our party (?members) because UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola) 
is an instituuon. Peace should not be the reason for 
destroying UNITA. If that is the intention then we will 
have no peace and stability and will not be able to 
( COEXIST), 


When we discuss the various problems relating to the 
Lusaka Protocol, we aiso should pay attenuon to what 
UNITA’s clear-cut position at this juncture should be. 
Is there a collective interest? Yes. Does UNITA have 
its own interests? Yes, it does. Are there individual 
interests? Yes. As a matter of conscience, it is our duty 
to deal with Angolan interests [words indistinct} UNITA 
and citizens. 


Let us yust consider this. If UNITA can operate within 
the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola} then UNITA should not [words indistinct] to 
find ways of putting us on an equal footing, but only 
within the framework of the Lusaka Protocol and other 
accords. That is what guarantees peace 
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We must senously consider current problems within 
UNITA. I would like to congratulate the armed forces 
chiefs because we succeeded in creaung a balanced sit- 
uation in our (country) after February 1995. Dialogue 
is fruitful. [applause] | am not passing judgment on any- 
one, but | would not like to think I am wrong when | 
say that there were people who saw the Lusaka Proto- 
col as a means of destroying UNITA. I think UNITA 
is Stronger and more open now. UNITA 1s in a position 
to discuss its role in terms of the Lusaka Protocol. That 
is Our [words indistinct] [applause] If we are uncertain 
of our strength and our party's capacities, then we can- 
not make daring and [word indisunct) decisions like the 
ones we must make al this conference. (?One should 
not) evade the problems. We must decide on the con- 
finement of troops and our participation in government. 
These are no easy problems. ii is not easy to decide on 
them. An alternative would be for us to decide at this 
conference that we will do nothing. But that is not our 
party's policy. We want to carefully address the situ- 
ation. The confinement of forces and our partuucipation 
in a government of national unit are in line with the 
Lusaka Protocol. 


(?There are) small particles of sand within the party, 
which can hinder our capacity to adopi a policy. | 
am concerned that irresponsible tnbalist manifestations 
have reenierged within the party. It is not through 
tnbalism that we can assert ourselves as a party within 
the framework of the Lusaka Protocol. Tribalism only 
weakens us. | have reports that it is either Ovimbundos 
who claim that UNITA ts dominate’ by Umbundus, and 
that we rule. How do we rule? We rule nothing. We are 
trying to find ways to rule. These are misunderstandings 
that lead to reacuon. There are ethnic groups that fee! 
threatened. 


At this juncture, responsible and irresponsible quarters 
clam they are in charge because they are [words 
indisunct], while others fear us. These two situations 
worry us because instead of paying aitention to the 
drafting of policy and seeing how we can act within the 
Lusaka Protocol, we have to act as if we were firemen, 
putting out small fires ("here and there). Who can take 
advantage night now of being a Quimbundo, Chokwe, 
Gangela, ("Ovimbundo), and Kikongo? What is the 
advantage of [words indistinct]? Is that a cultural and 
political definition? Or is it an irresponsible attitude? 


We must be frank. There is no [words indisunct]. If 
one says that he is in charge because he is a [words 
indisunct]. Those who say that the priority within 
UNITA 1s no longer the strengthening of party structures 
in line with the requirements of the Lusaha Protocol but 
fear, how can we deal with problems [words indistinct}? 
We have made progress over the past yeai, despite the 
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difficulties in implementing the Lusaka Protocol. But if 
we start dealing with these small fires, we will weaken 
the party and weaken our position (?in a very short 
period). And in the end no one wiil win. 


Savimbi Appeals to Generals To Respect Peace 


LD1701215996 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Jonas Savimbi made an appeal 
today to the UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] generals for them to forget 
the war. There is a UNITA meeting in Bailundo; our 
correspondent Marcia Rodrigues reports from there: 


[Rodrigues] An intransigent defense of peace in Angola 
is what Jonas Savimbi made at the opening of UNITA’s 
1Sth conference. He made it clear that it is necessary 
for his movement to have courage and understand that 
the war is finally over in Angola: 


[Begin Savimbi recording] We came here to disarm 
those who only want you to make a mistake, those same 
people who are making money out of this war, who are 
getting prestige out of this war, who are getting rich 
with this war. [end recording] 


[Rodngues} He went on to say that he was concerned 
about UNITA’s future and that the war should not be 
allowed to lead the movement to destruction. He said 
that, should that be the case, then there will never be 
peace in Angola. He spoke in favor of a united Angola 
and alerted UNITA followers present at the conference 
against the danger of tribalism, internal divisions, and 
the blind struggle for power. 


As for the main points of the Lusaka protocol — 
participation in the government and confinement of 
troops — Jonas Savimbi asked UNITA to find the right 
solutions and to have the courage to understand that it 
must take very daring and difficult decisions. He made 
here an appeal to the UNITA generals’ good sense. 


Before leaving the hall, Jonas Savimbi warned UNITA 
that there were only 24 hours left to resolve all these 
issues. Jonas Savimbi wants to tell the world tomorrow 
evening about a new formula for peace in Angola. 


Savimbi Adviser Views Peace Process 


BR!701132196 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
12 Jan% p?7 


[Report on interview with UNITA adviser Abel 
Chivukuvuku by Clara Ferreira in Angola; date not 
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given: “Chivukuvuku: ‘Absence of Jonas Savimbi Not 
the End of the World’”} 


(FBIS Translated Text) Abel Chivukuvuku, special ad- 
viser to UNITA [National Union the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] leader Jonas Savimbi, conveyed mes- 
sages for [Angolan President} Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
and [Portuguese President] Mario Soares in Luanda. He 
believes that the only opportunity the UNITA leader 
missed by not traveling to the capital for the state visit 
was that of “not being able to be with a good frend 
and with a man who is admired for his contribuuon to 
peace, balanced development, and social jusuce. It was 
not possible [for him to travel to Luanda] but it was 
not the end of the world. They were still able to talk 
by telephone and express their desire to see peace and 
reconciliation in Angola.” 


The desire for reconciliation did not prevent UNITA 
from being excluded from the ceremony held to wel- 
come the Portuguese president at the airport on 4 Feb- 
ruary [as published] and from the banquet hosted by the 
Angolan president in honor of his Portuguese counter- 
part and his entourage. “We were not invited. It is state 
protocol that determines who to invite and it was de- 
cided that we would not be invited. We did not make 
a big issue out of that, even if it was supposed to have 
been a civic event and a demonstration of the spirit of 
openness.” 


Chivukuvuku considers that the peace process will 
depend on the development of the situation in Angola 
at various levels and that there is stll much “il! wall 
toward this process and “there are sull many people who 
believe it is necessary for both the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola [MLPA] and UNITA to 
disarm.” 


“We want to restart the peace process and get back to 
applying the provisions of the Lusaka Protocol so that 
within a short ume Dr. Savimbi can participate actively 
in the political and public life of Angola. 


Under pressure from the international community and 
the threat of the withdrawal of the UN blue helmets — 
threats leveled by Butrus Butrus-Ghali to Mario Soares, 
the latter then passing the message on to President 
Eduardo dos Santos and Savimbi — UNITA believes 
the situation will improve: “Almost certainly, and in less 
than a year, Dr. Savimti will be in Luanda as leader of 


the largest opposition party.” 


“We cannot believe those who speak of a return to war. 
The Angolan people are exhausted and the country 1s 
ured of war. There cannot be war for war's sake: We 
need the means to continue to survive and resist. I do 
not believe that the war in Angola can continue, because 
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of the wishes of the people. The world is not the same 
place any more and the MPLA does not have the natural 
allies it had in the past — the world of proletarian 
internationalism no longer exists.” 


Neutral Ground 


UNITA will hold the annual conference of its Political 
Committee on 15 January in Bailundo. This will prepare 
for the summit between Savimbi and Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos scheduled for 20 January in Windhoek 
[Namibia]. The message that Chivukuvuku took to 
Luanda and conveyed to the Angolan president was 
part of the preparations for this meeting which has been 
on the cards for a long time but which has constantly 
been put off. Despite pressure from the government for 
the summit to be held in Angola, Savimbi rejected all 
Suggestions and opted for neutral ground. “The way 
ahead is through negotiation until we reach we point 
of no-return, but we must be very careful with the 
development of the situation and not rush into things. 
There is the timetable set at Lusaka and we want to 
ensure it is respected. We will begin the work set out 
in the timetable for the implementation of the military 
tasks. We do want to cooperate with the government, 
but in a positive way. As a matter of fact the situation 
in Angola is not as bad as they would like to make out. 
There is certainly nothing wrong with a year of relative 
peace.” 


According to the UNITA “ambassador,” the coming 
weeks will be decisive in pushing ahead with the 
peace process: “It is just a question of timing.” As 
for the “security” reasons put forward by Savimbi 
for not visiting Luanda, Chivukuvuku found them to 
be legitimate and real and said “there are no other 
reasons. Everything else is mere speculation. People are 
always speculating about Dr. Savimbi's physical and 
mental health saying that he is sick, paralyzed, mentally 
unstable, and so on. We saw at the Brussels conference 
how well the UNITA president is.” Chivukuvuku is the 
man \ho many people are saying is the UNITA leader's 
most important “ambassador” and, at 38 years old, his 
“number two.” 


“The realization of peace in Angola is just one stage in 
the ongoing trend toward national reconciliation, unifi- 
cation, and political and economic development. Peace 
and cooperation are essential and those who prophesy 
war and have doubts as to the MPLA’s and UNITA's 
respect for democracy are simply being paternalistic. In 
any case, nobody believed that the Communists in the 
east could have behaved democratically, and yet that is 


what happened.” 
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Government Confines Intervention Police 


MB1701205696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The government confined 
to barracks 235 Rapid intervention Policemen in Uige 
today. Their weapons were stored under the supervision 
of the UN Angola Verification Mission-3 [Unavem-3]. 
Unavem-3 Police Commander Mohamed Iqbal! attended 
the ceremony. [passage omitted] 


UNITA Resumes Confining Troops in Vila Nova 


MB1701205496 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} The National Union for the To- 
tal Independence of Angola [UNITA] today resumed 
the confinement of its soldiers into assembly areas in 
Vila Nova, after suspending the operation last Decem- 
ber. Paulo Rodriges do Nascimento, UN Angola Veri- 
fication Mission-3 spokesman said: 


{Begin Do Nascimento recording] We have just heard 
that at about 1730 UNITA confined 123 soldiers in Vila 
Nova. [end recording] 


In Londuimbali, Negage, and Quibaxe the doors are stl 
open, awaiting the entry of soldiers of the Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola. 


Lesotho 


Queen To Act as Head of State 


MB1601164896 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
1600 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text; The Government of Lesotho 
has announced that Her Majesty, Queen Mmamahato 
Seeiso, will act as head of state according to the 
Constituuon, following the tragic, unumely death of 
His Majesty. King Moshoeshoe Il, yesterday. The 
announcement is the first in a senes of government 
notices published this afternoon in connection with His 
Majesty's death. The statement said everything will be 
done to lighten the queen's burden so that she may (be 
able) to mourn. 


On the question of succession to the throne the state- 
ment said succession to the throne will be done in terms 
of Section 45 of the Constitution of Lesotho, which em- 
powers the College of Chiefs to nominate a successor. 
The statement appealed to the nation not to speculate 
on this issue and to ignore any speculation by anyone, 
including newspapers and [words indistinct] media, and 
wait for the decision of the College of Chiefs. 


Arrangements are being made for the king's funeral and 
the date of the funeral will be decided soon by the 
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government, in collaboration with the royal family. The 
nauion is asked to prepare itself to accord His Majesty 
a funeral that will be a fitting tribute to its departed 
king. The king will be accorded a state funeral and state 
dignitaries and other important personalities from other 
countries are expected to attend. 


The government statement said in order to facilitate 
arrangements for the funeral the government had ap- 
pointed the committees to work together, on the gov- 
ernment’s side, and the cabinet staff committee will 
collaborate with the royal family on arrangements. The 
cabinet staff committee will be under the chairmanship 
of the deputy prime minister and the other members 
of the committee are the minister of law and justice, 
the minister in the prime minister's office, the foreign 
minister, the minister of heaith, the government secre- 
tary, the secretary in His Majesty's office, an assistant 
from the prime minister's office, the commanders of the 
Lesotho Defense Force, the police, and the National Se- 
curity Service, NSS. 


A committee of officials, under the chairmanship of the 
government secretary, will comprise the special adviser 
to the prime minister and all members of the National 
Celebrations Committee. 


Crown Prince Mohato Named New King 


MB1801111896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] it has been announced that 
Crown Prince David Mohato Bereng Seeiso will suc- 
ceed his father, the late King Moshoeshoe I], as king of 
Lesotho. The College of Chiefs has named the 32-year- 
old prince, who is the elder of the sons, a successor. No 
date for his inauguration has been set, and his mother 
is acuing as regent. 


The prince ruled as King Letsie III for four years while 
his father was in exile in England. The king will lie 
in state next Thursday [25 January} and will be buned 
next Friday at Thababosiu. Both the king and his driver 
were killed in a car accident on Monday [15 January]. 


Mozambique 
Zimbabwe Dissidents Allege Renamo Links 


MB1701113096 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Republic of Mozambique 
Police, PRM, detained four men in Beira on 14 January, 
three of whom admitted they were “Chimwenje” ["Little 
light” Zimbabwean dissidents]. Yesterday, they talked 
about their links with the Mozainbique Nationa] Resis- 
tance [Renamo]. The fourth man, who was detained in 
connection with the recent attack on vehicles on Na- 
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tional Route One in Sofala Province’s Chibabava Dis- 
trict, also talked about the links between “Chimwenye’ 
and Renamo, adding he was a member of the Renamo 
military counterintelligence. (Christopher Makundane], 
who claims to be a Zimbabwean dissident, had this to 
Say: 


[Begin (Makundane) recording, in vernacular fading 
into Portuguese translation] We are here on orders 
from the Renamo Party and the Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Ndonga [ZANU-Ndonga]. We work for 
Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole. We, the “Chimwenyje," 
are members of the ZANU-Ndonga military force. We 
came into Mozambique in 1989 and were trained by 
Renamo before the general peace accord was signed. 
Our homes are between 15 and 20 km from the capital 
of Dombe — istrict. The weapons we used in our clash 
with police and to attack the Virginia transportation 
company buses as well as a private truck were supplied 
to us by our commanders, who work closely with former 
Renamo soldiers in Dombe. 


We have no military bases but live together with the 
people. We have farms here in Mozambique. There were 
10 of us when we attacked the Virginia bus. We were 
all at.ned with AKM weapons, and our leader carried a 
pistol. [end recording] 


Dhiakama Denies Links 


MB1801063796 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Afonso Dhlakama, leader of 
the Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo], was 
interviewed by our Beira correspondents on 17 January, 
blaming the government for the road attacks in the 
country. 


{Begin recording) [Dhlakama] | was the Mozambique 
National Resistance’s commander in chief. I led the 
Struggle for 16 years. | was both a soldier and a 
politician until the signing of the General Peace Accord 
on 4 October 1992. During this entire period, we did 
not know who Chimwenyjes [little lights — Zimbabwean 
dissidents] were. We did not know them. 


Now we hear there are Chimwenyjes in the country 
allegedly supported by Renamo. If it is true there are 
Chimwenyjes in the country, at a ime when Renamo has 
transformed itself into a party, with no military bases 
in the country, and at a time when the government has 
deployed police in all administrative posts and districts. 
then this means the country is being invaded. It means 
we have no state, independence, or sovereignty. It means 
we do not have a government and borders. It means the 
government is not in control of the country. It means 
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that the head of state does not know what is going on 
in the country. It is a shame for the government and the 
head of state himself to say there are armed men in the 
country, supported by an unarmed party, which has its 
headquarters in Maputo and 112 deputies in Parliament, 
and yet the government does not take measures or send 
its armed forces to attack those bases at once, Capture 
those foreigners, and end this problem. So I do not 
believe this information. It is all lies. 


{Unidentified correspondent} It means Renamo has 
never harbored or trained Tekere’s men at its bases? 


{[Dhiakama] No, no, no. A Zimbabwean citizen could be 
detained in Manica or a Malawian citizen spotted in Mi- 
lange, a Tanzanian citizen spotted in Palma or Mueda. 
All that is possible. We could go to Manica, Chimoio, 
Dombe, Gondola, Rutanda, Mavonde, and Catandica 
and find people, including Mozambicans carrying Zim- 
babwean identity documents. No one doubts there could 
be Zimbabweans in Manica Province, in the same way 
as there are Mozambicans in Zimbabwe. This does not 
mean, however, that these people entered Mozambique 
in collusion with Renamo. [end recording] 


Further on Dhlakama Denial 


MB1601184996 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama has categori- 
cally denied that armed men terrorizing people in central 
Mozambique, and particularly in Sofala Province, have 
any links to his party. 


In a communique sent to our news desk, the Renamo 
leader noted that as a Mozambican citizen and a senior 
political figure, he profoundly regrets that there are 
reports of armed aitacks again after three years of peace. 
He said that suh actions are crimes in any society 
and must be condemned, irrespective of the attackers’ 
reasons for committing them. 


Dhiakama says he has followed Mozambican press 
reports and statements by Mozambique Liberation 
Front [Frelimo] officials concerning countless attacks 
on trucks and buses on National Route One in Sofala 
Province. The Renamo leader noted that the Mozam- 
bican press and Frelimo officials have tried to convey 
to the Mozambican and international communities that 
the attackers are Renamo members, even though those 
men only try to pass as Renamo men. 


The communique notes that the Mozambican Govern- 
ment, the Frelimo Party, the Republic of Mozambique 
Police, and the State Information and Security Service 
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are entirely to blame because they are well aware of 
who is responsible for those attacks. 


Spokesman Denies Links 


MB1701122196 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] spokesman Rahil Khan has reiterated 
his paity’s denial of links with the “Chimwenje” [Lit- 
Ue light" Zimbabwean dissidents}. This is what Khan 
Said in an interview he granted Radio Mozambique's 
Germano de Sousa this morning: 


[Begin Khan recording] Renamo is senously committed 
to peace and a cessation of the war. We would not like 
war to return to this country. In addition, it has become 
something of a habit on the part of the government 
— I would like to repeat this, on the part of the 
government — to constantly insinuate that Renamo 1s 
behind the “Chimwenje” [“Litdle light” Zimbabwean 
dissidents]. For a very long time, the government could 
not so much as prove a “Chimwenje’ presence in 
Mozambican territory, or that they operated in areas 
formerly controlled by Renamo. It astonishes me to 
see a group of “Chimwenje" suddenly pop up in 1996. 
This group carries out an operation, is linked to the 
“Chimwenje,” and, in turn, promptly connected with 
Renamo. I cannot grasp this whole maneuver but it 
seems to me that there is something hidden in all of 
this. The government could be trying to find something 
to lend credibility to the allegations it has made over 
the last few months that there are “Chimwenje’ in 
Mozambican territory. The existence of “Chimwenje’ 
had never been proven before, so now it has to find a 
scapegoat. Suddenly, this group serves as a justification 
for all past incidents. [end recording] 


Police Blame ‘Chimwenje’ for Attacks in Sofala 


MB1601181396 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[Report by Cristiano Luis] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mozambican police have dis- 
closed that “Chimwenje” [“Little light’ Zimbabwean 
dissidents] are to blame for attacks on National Route 
One. Principal Superintendent Fernando Pinda, com- 
mander of the special police in Sofala Province, said the 
men who kill, wound, and stab people on National Route 
One are “Chimwenje.” He said this at a news conference 
today, during which he presented three “Chimwenje" 
caught in the Zonda area of Manica Province’s Dombe 
District. One of the men, Cristovao Mafambeni, 35, took 
part in the attack on two Virginia transportation com- 
pany buses last week. He is a Zimbabwean and was op- 
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erating as recruitment chief for the "Chimwenje.” [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


Detained Zimbabweans Ready To Cooperate 


MB1701194996 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 17 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The three Zimbabwean dis- 
sidents detained by police in Beira who identified them- 
selves as Chimwenje [Lite Lights — Zimbabwean 
dissidents}, have expressed a readiness to cooperate 
with the Mozambique Police to locate other Chimwenje 
in Mozambique. (Christopher Makundane], self-styled 
head of recruitment of Edgar Tekere’s military wing, 
gave assurances that he will do all he can to help the po- 
lice to locate other Chimwenjes. He said the Chimwenje 
are found in three areas of Dombe administrative post 
in Sussundenga District, Manica Province — namely, 
Zumba, Chissuo, and Mpunga. He said following the 
death of eight members of the group in clashes with 
the Mozambique Police on 14 January, 27 Chimwenjes 
now remain in Mozambique. Speaking at a news con- 
ference in Beira, he said if the police intensify the siege 
in Dombe, the group will be neutralized. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Politicians Note Need To Eliminate ‘Chimwenje’ 


MB1601154496 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1500 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Mozambican politicians have 
stressed the need for Mozambique and Zimbabwe to 
quickly agree on a course of action to end incidents 
caused by “Chimwenje” ["Little light” Zimbabwean 
dissidents) in Manica Province. 


The politicians were referring to the clash be- 
tween Mozambican Rapid Intervention Police and 
“Chimwenje” near the Zonda base in the Dombe 
administrative area on 14 January. 


Maximo Dias, Mozambican Nationalist Movement- 
Mozambican Social Democratic Party secretary general, 
said Mozambique and Zimbabwe must negotiate to 
ensure there are no “Chimwenje” in Mozambican 
territory. 

Mozambique Democratic Party leader \Wehia Ripua said 
it is necessary for the two countries to discuss effective 
military steps to deal with this problem soon. 
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Renamo Claims Sofala Police Keeping Arms Caches 


MB1701070496 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 
12 Jan 96 p5 


{Report by Hilton Cuvaca] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Much attention continues to 
be given to reports by Assembly of the Republic 
deputies residing in Sofala Province that the Republic 
of Mozambique Police, PRM, are allegedly hiding 
arms caches. PRM Sofala Province Commander Joao 
Augusto Mutaca has told SAVANA this is not true, 
explaining “those are arsenals of hunting weapons 
collected by the police immediately after independence. 
They are kept in PRM premises and there is nothing 
illegal about it because the people are aware of all this." 


Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] deputies 
Francisco Machambisse and Manuel Maia say they 
do not believe PRM Commander Mutaca, adding he 
forbade them from examining the weapons which, 
they said, are in an arms depot behind the Criminal 
Investigation Police jail. 


Warned by civilians, those deputies say they got in touch 
with police whom “we informed about the existence of 
those arms. The PRM chief of General Staff provided 
a team of policemen, including mine removal experts, 
to investigate. Initially, we thought these weapons were 
hidden somewhere away from the city.” 


When all was ready, they went to the identified spot 
and brought down one of the gates because there was 
no key to open it. "We found several smaller boxes 
and some larger ones which, we suspect, contained 
military weapons,” Renamo deputy Machambisse said. 
Maia corroborated his views. 


“Our request to open the boxes was turned down. What 
is more, we found a mortar shell on top of one of 
those boxes, which only increased our suspicions. To 
our surprise, the PRM provincial commander appeared 
on the scene a few minutes later and forbade the opening 
of the boxes,” Machambisse explained. 


Describing Commander Mutaca’s behavior as vexing, 
those Renamo officials said “we, the Assembly deputies, 
have the right and duty to act to protect the people's 
interests. The people do not want another war. This 
is precisely why we decided to investigate this matter 
when we were told of the existence of these weapons. 
Our informers suspected these weapons were being used 
under cover of night for unknown purposes. We tried 
to find out what was happening on the ground, but the 
police in general, and PRM Sofala Province Commander 
Joao Mutaca in particular, were not helpful.” 
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The Renamo deputies were also worried by Commander 
Mutaca’s reports that all PRM stauons have arms 
depots. 

The deputies also asked other questions: “Are those 
arms caches? If the place belongs to the PRM and we 
know there are weapons there, why is it not properly 
guarded?” 


They accused police of "keeping firearms to intimidate 
the people and even for other unknown purposes.” 


Approached by SAVANA, Commander Mutaca said he 
had already provided enough clarification concerning 
the issue, adding he had even spoken to the media about 
it. He said he did not understand why there was so much 
insistence on this point when the deputies are well aware 
that “police do indeed keep hunting weapons. Hunters 
can bear witness to this.” 


Concerning his order that boxes supposedly containing 
military weapons not be opened, Commander Mutaca 
said “I gave that order because it is not the deputies’ 
duty to rummage through police arsenals. As deputies, 
they should know that police have weapons to help 
maintain law and order. Even if these were military 
weapons, there would have been nothing illegal about it 
because police are allowed to keep them. The deputies 
are well aware of this.” 


Renamo’s Domingos: ‘Crisis Cabinet’ in Place 


MB1701131596 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
12 Jan%6 pil 


[Report by Armindo Sumburane] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In a classic language style, 
Raul Domingos, Renamo’s [Mozambique National Re- 
sistance] chief whip, has reported the practice of “state 
terrorism” in Mozambique by a so-called “Crisis Cab- 
inet,” a sort of parallel government that does not look 
at the means to uphold the political hegemony of the 
ruling party's conservative wing. 


According to Domingos, the cabinet has under its 
command a group of armed men whose mission is 
to promote destabilization and social unrest to justify 
the deployment of special police battalions throughout 
the country and which would operate as a pro-Frelimo 
{Mozambique Liberation Front] second army. 


Domingos says since the Mozambique Defense Armed 
Forces [FADM! include former Renamo guerrillas, the 
government has no confidence in them. Therefore, “Fre- 
limo’s strategy is to deploy a second force in addition 
to FADM to guarantee the State-Frelimo interests.” 


Raul Domingos was speaking to IMPARCIAL in the 
wake of the incidents that occurred in Muxungue, Sofala 
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Province’s Chibabava District at dawn on 9 January. 
According to the state-run news media, unidentified 
armed men attacked and plundered three vehicles, 
killing one person and wounding four others. 


It is interesting to note that Chibabava is the Renamo 
leader's birthplace, and an area under strong influence of 
that party. Dhlakama visited his relatives in Chibabava 
during the Christmas holidays. 


Domingos says it is possible that the deed, like many 
others reported elsewhere, was committed by people 
under the command of the Crisis Cabinet. It should 
be stressed that the report by Radio Mozambique’s 
Sofala correspondent, who is a provincial government 
Official, said the Muxungue assailants had trampled on 
their victims, shouting “long live Renamo, long live 
Dhlakama.” On 11 January, Manuel Antonio said the 
assailants could be Renamo members. 


Frelimo’s idea in creating an unstable atmosphere is to 
curtail the opposition’s political role as part of a strat- 
egy devised by the Crisis Cabinet, which, according to 
Domingos, “played an important disinformation and po- 
litical manipulation role” during the election campaign. 
He added: “More recently, that cabinet fabricated reports 
of a coup plot, the [word indistinct] men in Maringue, 
and the raids on Dombe.” [passage omitted] 


There has been an increase in alarming “news reports” 
by the Frelimo-controlled media over the past few 
weeks, following the swearing in of the News Media 
Office's director, who is seconded to the prime minister. 
The “news reports,” which have never been officially 
confirmed or investigated, include the alleged raid on 
Dombe, and the deployment of 1,000 armed Renamo 
men in Maringue. This disinformation campaign was 
stepped up as the atmosphere of widespread discontent 
with the government increased, and the ruling party's 
unpopulanty grew since electoral promises were not 
fulfilled. There has been a marked deterioration in the 
living standards of Mozambicans. 


The Renamo chief whip says “Frelimo wants a return 
to the totalitarian rule under the guise of a cosmetic 
plural system.” He did not hesitate to identify the mem- 
bers of the Crisis Cabinet, namely [Prime Minister] Pas- 
coal Mocumbi, [Minister Without Portfolio] Mariano 
Matsinhe, [(FADM Chief of Staff] Lagos Lidimo, [Fre- 
limo chief whip] Armando Guebuza, Manuel Antonio, 
and Jose Zumbire, director general of the State Infor- 
mation and Security Service. 
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Officers Unhappy at Pay Increase Suspension 
MB1701122296 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
10 Jan 96 pil,2 


{(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The Planning and Finance 
Ministry suspended in December the pay increases to 
the Defense Ministry. This has led to controversy and 
differences between intermediate and senior Defense 
Ministry technical staff. 


Senior and subordinate Mozambique Defense Armed 
Forces [FADM] officers have told MEDIAFAX some 
intermediate and senior technicians are thinking of leav- 
ing the army. Those sources added that Defense Minister 
Aguiar Mazula’s office has received many demobiliza- 
tion requests. However, some of those requests have 
disappeared from the office and there have been no an- 
swers yet. 


We were not able to obtain any confirmation of these 
reports at either the Defense Ministry or the FADM 
General Staff's office. 


The spokesman for those sources told us that “the failure 
to pay the salary increase is not the only reason the 
FADM personnel are unhappy. They are also unhappy 
about the suspension of technical subsidy and of the 
13th pay check.” He added that the soldiers feel this 
owes to a decision made by Generals Lidimo and 
Ngonhamo, who are the most senior FADM officers. 


"We feel frustrated with the new military policy intro- 
duced by Gen. Lidimo and Ngonhamo,” the spokesman 
said. He added that, from his point of view, the two gen- 
erals never cared “how the soldiers fare. The fact that 
these generals have no academic degrees is harmful to 
the majority and leads to the perception that they are to 
blame for all irregularities.” 

One general told MEDIAFAX he is “frustrated” with 
the “unilateral” decision by the Finance and Planning 
Ministry. 

"When the Mozambique Armed Forces, FAM, was 
scrapped, the government decided that the pay increase 
for the FADM personnel could not go ahead because the 
donors had backed out. However, only a few months 
later the government awarded a pay increase to the 
civil service, going so far as to pay some months 
retroactively. We were quite surprised to learn from the 
Budget National Directorate Office a few months ago 
that there was not enough money for a pay increase to 
the defense sector,” the general noted. [passage omitted] 


The general also disclosed that the salary of 10,000 
contos for generals is not being paid yet, the same going 
for other officers. Everything is blocked at the Finance 
and Planning Ministry. 
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Special Force Moves To Fight Road Crime 


MB1801113496 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} A third of the special Mozam- 
bican police unit stationed in Moamba District, about 
70 km north of Maputo, is on its way to the center of 
the country, where there have been sporadic ambushes 
against vehicles using the main north-south highway. 
The unit, known as the [name indistinct] battalion, was 
highly successful last year in putting an end to armed 
attacks on the Maputo-South Africa road. 


An officer in the unit told the Mozambique News 
Agency that its commander, Lieutenant Colonel Valen- 
tim Sousa, has already gone to the center of the coun- 
try to prepare the ground. Last week, there were two 
ambushes on the stretch of the north-south highway 
that passes through the central province of Sofala. Two 
people died in these attacks and another three were 
wounded. 


The special police unit's main objective is to patrol the 
entre length of the road. 


Zambia 


Opposition Parties Cooperate To Fight MMD 
MBO0501173096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 5 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Seven opposition political par- 
ties in Zambia have been getting together in a loose al- 
liance to challenge President Frederick Chiluba’s MMD 
[Movement for Multiparty Democracy] government in 
elections due this year. Among them is former Presi- 
dent Kenneth Kaunda’s UNIP [United National Inde- 
pendence Party} and the Liberal Progressive Front, led 
by Rodger Chongwe, who yesterday chaired the first 
meeting of the alliance. On the line to Lusaka, Josephine 
Hazeley asked Rodger Chongwe what the alliance was 
all about: 


[Begin recording} [Chongwe] The alliance is about the 
Opposition politcal pares moving to form and forge 
a united front on issues that are national and they are 
across our political divide. 


{Hazeley] But are you not coming together so that you 
can get rid of President Chiluba? 


[Chongwe] That ts one of the bases for coming together, 
yes. 


{[Hazeley} And how are you going to do that? 
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{Chongwe] Well, we are going to do that because we 
will have an alliance in various areas. We are now dis- 
cussing the modalities of how, during the elections, we 
can avoid competition between the opposition political 
parties in certain constituencies so that in the end, al- 
though retaining our individual identities, we will be in 
the position to fight together as one team in order to 
get rid of the government of Mr. Chiluba, which is an 
embarrassment not only to Zambia, but to the south- 
ern Africa region, and to the international community 
at large. 


{Hazeley] So, can I assume that, come the elections, you 
will put up say one candidate in a particular area so as 
to keep the MMD out? 


{Chongwe] Yes, that is the general idea. 


{Hazeley] But how sure are you that that strategy will 
succeed? This is because, despite what you say, the 
MMD is still popular in most places in the country. 


[Chongwe] I suppose when you speak out there, in 
London, and you do not live in Zambia, you might 
assume that the MMD is popular all over the country. 
And indeed, when a political party monopolizes the 
government media, which does not give any chance to 
any Opposition political parties at all, the appearance, 
the facade, is that that political party is popular across 
the country, but the truth is that if there is any political 
party today which is very unpopular in Zambia, it is the 
Movement for Multiparty Democracy. Full stop. 


{Hazeley] Yes, but all this proves one thing, though: 
Your coming together proves that you are still fright- 
ened of Chiluba. You cannot take him on individually. 


{Chongwe] We are not frightened of Mr. Chiluba. Mr. 
Chiluba is frightened of us, but we do not want to take 
any chances at all because we are not happy about his 
presidency. He lacks capacity to run a country. He may 
speak with a sweet voice, but he is incapable of even 
running a grocer’s shop. 


{Hazeley} And you are? You can run the country, can 
you? 


{Chongwe] We believe that we have experience in other 
fields and that we would be in the position to run the 
affairs of this country in a manner that is in consonance 
with dignity, decency, and integrity. [end recording) 
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Zimbabwe 


Country's Media Independence Worsening 


MB! 2. / 135696 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in Engish 12-18 Jan 96 p 13 


{Report by Jan Raath in Harare] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] As would-be candidates for 
this year’s elections in the United States brace them- 
selves for the merciless glare of media exposure, in 
Zimbabwe, where presidential elections are also due this 
year, media coverage consists, so far, of a series of “ex- 
Clusive interviews” given by President Robert Mugabe 
to the state-controlled press. 


In the interviews Mugabe delivers his “vision” of his 
next six-year term and there is no suggestion of him 
doing anything but winning. The interviews in the space 
of a week, one in the HERALD, the Harare daily, 
and two in successive issues of the SUNDAY MAIL, 
contained no mention of the staggering pay increases 
Mugabe granted himself, his ministers and MPs in 
November, and the only reference to his extravagant 
overseas travelling is through a vigorous defence thereof 
by Mugabe himself. 


The interviewers “allowed Mugabe to ramble on without 
asking him a single challenging question”, commented 
a senior columnist in the FINANCIAL GAZETTE, an 
independent weekly and the only significant non-ruling 
party newspaper in Zimbabwe. “Indeed, no questions 
appeared to have been asked at all.” 


Tommy Sithole, editor-in-chief of the HERALD, 
handed a tape recording of his interview to a reporter 
and told him to get on with the job. 


Charles Chikerema, editor of the SUNDAY MAIL, 
at least wrote his story himself. The reports were so 
badly written — "they make Mugabe appear illiterate,” 
said one of Chikerema’s colleagues — they could only 
have been produced by Chikerema himself. Chikerema 
was suspended as editor this week for unspecified 
“insubordination”. 


This is the state of the dominant newspapers in Zim- 
babwe as they prepare and inform the electorate for 
the presidential elections. It is significantly worse than 
a year ago, before last year’s parliamentary elections, 
when the HERALD was still sweating from the com- 
petition with the independent DAILY GAZETTE, and 
came close to being a good newspaper. 


Sadly, the DAILY GAZETTE died of high interest rates 
at Christmas, 1994, and the HERALD promptly re- 
turned to its crude, unchallenged propaganda, frequently 


material. Copying and — 


1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


32 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


dictated by members of the ruling ZANU [Zimbabwe 
African National Union) (PF [Patriotic Front]) politburo. 


The FINANCIAL GAZETTE, and to a lesser extent, 
its sister, the SUNDAY GAZETTE, both owned by 
publisher Elias Rusike’s Modus Publications, and the 
handful of magazines and broadsheets whose quality 
ranges from excellent to hilarious, are no match for the 
financial muscle of the HERALD, the SUNDAY MAIL 
and the rest of the Zimbabwe Newspapers’ stable, even 
if most people read them only for the soccer news and 
the classified advertisements. 


The absolute failure of the dominant press — and far 
more so of the radio and television services of the 
parastatal Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC) 
— to present Zimbabweans with a fair, comprehensive 
and critical assessment of the candidates (if Mugabe is 
opposed) in the 1996 presidential elections is already 
established. 


In last year’s parliamentary elections, Zimpapers and the 
ZBC were condemned by independent monitors for their 
disregard of any participants outside ZANU (PF). They 
were cited as major flaws that contributed substantially 
to the judgment that the elections were neither free nor 
fair. In the coming one-horse, one-party race they are 
unlikely to be any different. 


Rights Group Alleges ‘Smear Campaign’ 
MB1401133796 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 5 Jan 96 pl 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) ZimRights chairman Reginald 
Matchaba-Hove believes his organisation has been a 
vicum of a well-orchestrated disinformation and smear 
campaign through the circulation of a “top secret” doc- 
ument alleging financial misappropriation, corruption, 
undemocratic practices and lack of respect for human 
rights. 

The document, which is addressed to him and has been 
circulated to key people in government and the donor 
community, alleges Matchaba-Hove misappropriated 
$29,000 by ordering the reprint of a bulletin and 
demands his resignation. 

“You, Dr Matchaba have conducted yourself in a mer- 
cenaristic manner against the association by suppressing 
ZimRights moves which were opposed to the violation 
of basic human rights by the state,” the document says, 
further stating the ZimRights chairman was "a dedicated 
son of a dedicated member of the ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic Front] politburo and 
top state hi-rachist”. 


It further alleges that Matchaba-Hove ordered the de- 
struction of a bulletin which contained material which 
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was Critical of the state, and then ordered a reprint of 
the issue at $29,000. 


Matchaba-Hove said they were now aware that the 
document written in police and intelligence service style 
and marked “Top Secret” was printed on a computer 
with a laser printer at Daventry House in Harare. 


"We can oualy surmise that we have been the vicums of 
a well-orchestrated disinformation and smear campaign. 
We are not pointing fingers at anyone. But it is common 
knowledge that very few organisations in this country 
have the sort of organisational logistical and operational 
Capacity and the motive to undertake such an elaborate 
operation,” Matchaba-Hove said. 


He said nation-building should not be brought about by 
crude, clandestine and covert operations against civil 
society but through greater democracy, transparency in 
government and respect for fundamental human rights 
and the rule of law. 


He said the reprinted bulletin was necessitated by the 
fact that the one produced was of poor quality and the 
entire ZimRights council and the donor agreed to have 
it redone. 


Zephania Matchaba-Hove, Reginald’s father, is a mem- 
ber of Parliament for Mwenezi and not a ZANU-PF 
politburo member. 


The ZimRights chief said he had never claimed any 
representation allowance from the organisation since 
taking over in 1993 as chairman but, he added, he 
initially subsidised the operations of the organisation. 


He dismissed allegations of misappropriation of funds 
as “rubbish”. 
Matchaba-Hove produced audited statements of the 


Organisation for 1993 and 1994 and said the auditors 
were currently working on those for 1995. 


The document alleged there were no audited statements 
for the organisation. 


The chairman is accused of ousting “gifted individuals 
such as Cde Nick Ndebele who founded ZimRights”. 


“Nick was removed from office by the National Council 
for alleged maladministrauon in 1992. He was re- 
employed in 1994 as education officer,” the ZimRights 
chief said. 


CZI Accuses South Africa of Bad Faith in Talks 
MB1501115996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1055 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed HARARE Jan 15 SAPA — Zim- 
babwe's largest industrial body on Monday accused 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-012 
18 January 1996 


South Africa of acting in bad faith by delaying to 
agree to proposals aimed at rescuing current trade 
talks from collapse, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER- 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] news agency reports. 


Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries [CZI] chief ex- 
ecutive Joe Foroma said hopes for an early conclusion 
to talks which have been held for the past two years 
had been dashed by lack of progress since the collapse 
of the round of negotiations last November. 


Writing in the latest CZI Industrial Revicw, Foroma said 
the two countries were unlikely to reach an agreement 
“in the near future”. 

"We have for a long time pinned our hopes that we 
would return to some of rational trade agreement with 
South Africa. These discussions have virtually come to 
a naught and we are not likely to have an agreement in 
the near future,” Foroma said. 


He said from the look of things, “the trade agreement 
appears to be something in the distance and fairly elu- 
sive. Our partners in the discussions have not displayed 
good faith". 

The two countries have battled for more than two years 
to update the 1964 trade agreement reached with the 
then Rhodesia. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 33 


Among other concessions, Zimbabwe reportedly wanted 
duty free status and reduced tariffs for a range of locally 
made goods. 


But South African manufacturers — led by those in 
the textile and clothing sector — have vehemently 
resisted any attempts to give preferential treatment to 
their Zimbabwean counterparts. 


Foroma, meanwhile, said the time had come for local 
companies to penetrate other markets, instead of de- 
pending heavily on South Africa, Zimbabwe's largest 
trading partner in Africa. 


“We have to take immediate steps to address the situa- 
tion, to help local industries and explore new markets,” 
Foroma said, adding moves by the government to ratio- 
nalise the tariff system would go a long way towards 
assisting manufacturers. 


Zimbabwean manufacturers are complaining of punitive 
tariffs on raw materials and spares, which they say were 
higher than those levied on imported finished goods. 


ia report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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Liberia 


U.S. Envoy Albright Arrives in Monrovia 17 Jan 


AB1701201396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 17 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Madeleine Albright, the U.S. 
permanent representative to the United Nations, arrived 
in Monrovia, Liberia, today. Ms. Albright who is ac- 
companied by White House and Department of State 
representatives is expected to be received by Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group officials, and members of the Council of 
State, the transitional collective presidency which has 
been in power since last August. Her objective is to ad- 
vance the peace and reconciliation proce:s in Liberia. 


Ms. Albright is expected in Luanda, Angola tomorrow 
for a 48-hour visit during which she will meet President 
Dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi, the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader. 
Ms. Albright is expected to inform them of the UN’s 
concern over the slow progress in the implementation 
of the November 1994 Lusaka Peace Accord. In this 
regard, Dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi will be meeting 
in Libreville, Gabon, on 20 January to discuss, among 
other things, the names of UNITA members who will 
form part of the future national union government. The 
former rebel movement will have four ministers and 
seven vice ministers in that government. Dos Santos and 
Savimbi will also discuss the encampment of troops of 
both sides. 


The United States, Portugal, and Russia are observers 
of the peace process and, therefore, members of the 
peace accord implementation commission. The Israeli 
Government intends to implement a plan to redeploy 
Angolan soldiers in agriculture. 


Holds News Conference, Leaves 


AB1701225396 Paris AFP in English 
2140 GMT 17 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Monrovia, 17 Jan (AFP) — A 
top U.S. official on Wednesday [17 January) appealed 
to Liberians not to allow their country to slide back into 
civil war, a day after fresh fighting broke out between an 
armed faction and African peacekeepers. “This country 
must not slide back into the abyss of a devastating, civil 
war again,” U.S. permanent representative to the United 
Nations, Madeleine Albright, told a press conference 
here. 


She said President Bill Clinton asked her to convey “this 
very clear message” to the Liberian people and their 
leaders. “The costs (of another civil war) are too high, 
the slaughter of civilians unacceptable, and the stability 
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of West Africa too important to permit a return to the 
power struggles of recent years,” she said. 


Albright reminded members of the ruling council of 
State that the civil war that devastated this country 
over the last six years was their war. "Now the peace 
pledged at (the Nigerian capital) Abuja is your peace 
to achieve...or you will plunge your country once again 
into the abyss. The choice is yours alone to determine.” 


She said the United States "strongly supports the Abuja 
accord, and we remain committed to its timely imple- 
mentation.” Albright condemned the recent fighting in 
Tubmanburg, saying it “threatens prospects for lasting 
peace in this country. 


“The United States strongly condemns the deaths of 
innocent civilians and many brave peacekeepers of 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group],” she said, and 
called for "an immediate ceasefire.” 


The U.S. diplomat urged all parties involved in the 
dispute “to cooperate with ECOMOG and stop the 


fighting.” 


Albright also said she tc J everyone in her talks that 
the era of the child soldier in this country “must 
come to an end immediately. “It is an outrage by any 
standard of civilization that children under the age of 
15 and numbering between 4,000 and 6,000 are toting 
automatic weapons, slaughtering innocent civilians, and 
ignoring the rule of law entirely.” 


She said she asked officers of the UN Observer Mission 
in Liberia, UNOMIL, that in addition to monitornng 
the disengagement and disarmament of combatants, the 
United States “expects UNOMIL to follow through 
urgently on the important tasks in the area of human 
rights,” adding, “human rights is an essential part of 
democratic government.” 


Albright said the United States had provided 420 million 
dollars in humanitarian assistance and 60 million dollars 
in support of ECOMOG's peacekeeping activities. 


Albright, who was accompanied by high-ranking offi- 
cials of the White House and the State Department, met 
with the heads of UN agencies and the European Union 
here, leaders of ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] and ECOMOG, and members of 
Liberia's ruling Council of State. She also visited dis- 
placed centers near Monrovia. 


A U.S. Embassy statement earlier said Albright's “pri- 
Mary interest is in advancing the process of peace and 
reconciliation in Liberia.” 
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Albright left for Angola, Burundi, Rwanda, and Egypt 
after the press conference. 


Her » ‘sit came a day after fresh fighting between a 
Liberian militia group, the Krahn wing of the United 
Liberation Movement [for Democracy in Liberia- 
Johnson} (ULIMO-J) and ECOMOG troops broke 
out in Todee, 40 kilometers (25 miles) northeast of 
Monrovia. 


Fresh Clashes Noted Between ULIMO-J, ECOMOG 


AB1801101596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Fresh fighting has erupted be- 
tween the West African peace keeping force, ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], and rebels of Roosevelt 
Johnson's ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia] faction. For weeks, there has 
been trouble in the north west especially around the 
town of Tubmanburg. This time, it has been to the north 
of Monrovia on the (7Mount) main road to Kakata, forc- 
ing the closure of the highway. From Monrovia, Nyenati 
Allison, telexed this report. 


Yesterday evening, commercial vehicles headed to the 
town of Kakata, were turned away by peace keeping 
troops shouting Go Back, Go Back. The sounds of heavy 
gunfire, reverberated in the District of Careysburg. 
Peace keeping sources said the fighting forced a wave 
of panic-stricken people to flee towards the regional 
peace keeping force base camp near the Firestone rubber 
plantations. Travelers arriving in Monrovia today, said 
the fighting erupted when African peace keeping troops 
tried to prevent a band of ULIMO rebels from stealing 
produce at a market in a highway village of Gobla. 
They said hundreds of Liberian war victims had fled 
into surrounding forests. The fighting later spread to 
ECOMOG positions before the attackers were repelled 
at Todi, 37 miles north of Monrovia. 


The ECOMOG chief of staff, Brigadier Gabriel 
Anyankpele, described the attackers as bandits of 
Roosevelt Johnson's ULTIMO faction who are in a habit 
of harassing and stealing from the poor in the area. He 
said the rebels launched a fresh attack this morning in 
a second bid to overrun peace keeping troops positions 
around Todi. But he said they have been successfully 
repelled. Brig. Anyankpele also said that a team, 
including United Nations observers, had left Monrovia 
today to try to locate 10 BCOMOG soldiers missing 
after the fighting in western Liberia. 

The brigadier said the peace keeping force was con- 
cerned about the missing soldiers and called on the 
ULIMO leadership, to cooperate in finding them. If they 
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are dead, he said, we want to retrieve their bodies and 
send them home. 


Press Union, Information Ministry Reach Accord 


AB1601202096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Some sort of deal seems 
to have been reached between the Press Union of 
Liberia [PUL] and the government in the row over a 
directive that all local journalists should register with the 
Ministry of Information. The two sides met yesterday to 
discuss the order which the union has rejected, and the 
meeting comes at a time when two journalists are under 
arrest, accused of defamation. Well, the press union's 
president, Siaka Konneh, was at yesterday's meeting 
with the deputy minister of information. On the line to 
Monrovia, Josephine Hazely asked him what had been 
decided. 


[Begin recording] [Konneh] (?Pending) a general meet- 
ing of the entire membership of the press union today, 
we have agreed.... [pauses] it has been agreed that the 
press union Carry on its normal duty of accrediting jour- 
nalists in this country, and the Ministry of Information 
will do her normal work. You know, usually in this 
country, when someone is to establish a media institu- 
tion like paper or radio station, he normally writes to 
the Ministry of Information, in the form of registration. 
That will go on, but the press union will continue to 
accredit journalists in this country as it has been doing 
always. 


{Hazely] So do you consider this a victory for journalists 
in your country? 


{[Konneh] Exactly, it is a victory for journalists. We have 
to stand strong.... 


{Hazely, interrupting} Why is it important for you in the 
PUL to be in charge of accrediting journalists? 


{[Konneh] It is very important because the union today 
is not like the union of the 60's. The union today com- 
prises of young gentlemen who are highly intellectual, 
journalists who have a degree in mass communication 
— like me, I have a degree in mass communication and 
[word indistinct]. So we know the ethics of the profes- 
sion and the technical know-how, where we have drawn 
well-defined guidelines that will govern journalists in 
this country. We cannot allow people who would come 
and would decide who should practice the profession in 
this country, for the fact the government will only ac- 
credit those whom they feel they will sing the song in 
their favor.... 
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{Hazely, interrupting} But there again there is also the 
problem, though, that if you are made to be the sole 
atditer of who becomes a journalist and who doesn’t, 
you too might abuse the position because there will be 
no checks and balances [words indistinct). 


{[Konneh} Not so. This is why we have well-defined 
guidelines. We check and balance to make sure that 
you are qualified before you are allowed to practice 
the profession in this country. We are not picking and 
choosing here. We have allowed people from even 
behind the lines — from NPFL [National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia) lines, from LPC [Liberia Peace Council] 
lines, or ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia}-J or K lines. All of them are 
now coming here from at the union office, and they are 
being accredited. (7They have) news reports here. They 
are (?/unctional) and we accredit them, once you have 
the professional know-how. So they can see that we are 
not picking and choosing... 


{Hazely, interrupting) Earlier on, you talked of the arrest 
of some of your journalists and, in fact, | understand that 
one of them, Stanton Peabody, appeared in court today 
and you were there. How did it go, very briefly? 


{[Konneh] Well, the case was on. We left the case on. 
Journalist Peabody took the stand and he explained his 
side. (7The state witness left) him on to explain his 
side, except one case — that of the editor in chief of 
the DAILY OBSERVER, his case is for the 27th of 
January, but from what | saw this morning, I think the 
journalists are on the right track. [end recording] 


Nigeria 
NDLEA Head Urges European, American 
Cooperation 


AB! 101082396 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 11 Jan 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The National Drug Law En- 
forcement Agency, NDLEA, has appealed to the indus- 
trialized nations of Europe and America to be sincere 
in their efforts to reduce the consumption rate of drugs 
in their countries. At a news conference in Lagos to- 
day, the chairman of the agency, Major General Musa 
Bamayi, said too much time has been wasted in counter 
accusations. Correspondent Kayodi Williams has the re- 
port: 

[Begin recording} [Williams] The attraction to the drug 
trade is the enormous profit not in local currency but in 
foreign exchange, because the market for hard drugs is 
in the industrialized countries of Europe and America. 
That was why the chairman of the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency, Maj. Gen. Musa Bamayi, asked 
the industrialized countries of Europe and America to 
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sincerely implement drug demand reduction programs 
in their countries to complement efforts of countries 
like Nigeria that [words indistinct] drug trade and 
international drug barons will stand still. 


[Bamayi] It is believed where there is no demand, 
supply and even production will collapse. Nigeria, from 
our intelligence sources, is no more safe for both the 
traffickers and barons. 


{Williams} To further consolidate the achievements of 
the agency, the chairman said there are plans to deploy 
drug law enforcement officers to all Nigerian foreign 
missions abroad to assist in monitoring the activities of 
Nigerians in those countries. Maj. Gen. Bamayi looked 
at the activities of the agency last year and said the 
agency has done very well. While in 1993 the agency 
had 10 big drug barons in custody, by the end of last 
year it had in (?its grips) the 27 drug barons four out of 
which, he said, are women. 


{Bamayi] But it (?would delight you) to know that one 
important impact of the current all-out onslaught against 
drug trafficking in our society is the awareness among 
Nigerians that the drug business is a dead end. 


{Williams} Maj. Gen. Bamayi also appealed to parents 
to carry out their parental duties effectively. 


{[Bamayi} I want to remind all parents that home 
education is a determinant prerequisite in the bringing 
up of children. In this regard, the place and role of 
parents in the preventing efforts against drugs cannot 
be adequately replaced by any other agent or agency. 


{Williams} He also asked for the continued support of 
Nigerians to successfully win the battle against drug 
traffickers he described as enemies of mankind. [end 
recording] 


Urges Global Fight Against Drugs 
AB1601215096 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ~hairman of the National 
Drug Law Enforcement Agency [NDLEA], Major Gen- 
eral Musa Bamayi, has urged the international com- 
munity not to politicize the fight against drug traffick- 
ing. He told newsmen in Lagos that the problem of 
drug trafficking was global, pointing out that no nation 
would allow the influx of drugs into its territory. He 
explained that if one nation fails to curb the menace 
of drug trafficking and consumption the effect would 
spread to other countries. Gen. Baimazyi promised that 
Nigeria would not fail in its responsibility to check the 
pracuce, and called for support from the international 
community. He commended the United States, Britain, 
and Canada for their support to the NDLEA 
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Airport Commits ‘Enormous Resources’ to Security 
AB1201114896 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 12 Jan 96 


(Commentary by Pius Egbohun]) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text In the last three years or so, the 
Federal Government, through the defunct Nigerian Air- 
ports Authority and the Federal Civil Aviation Author- 
ity, has been committing enormous resources toward the 
provision of adequate security ai Murtala Muhammed 
Airport and some other airports in the country. As a 
result of these conscious efforts by the government, 
the security lapses which were often noticed at the air- 
ports have been effectively checked. A visit to Murtala 
Muhammed Airport for instance, will convince even the 
most cynical critic that a lot of efforts have been made 
to bring the security system to its present comumend- 
able position. Highly sophisticated X-ray screening ma- 
chines capable of detecting explosives, hard drugs, and 
other illegal substances have been introduced. Also, 
color-coded photo identification cards are now being 
used to check the movement of unauthorized persons 
into restricted areas of the airport. Access control mea- 
sures have been taken to prevent unauthorized vehicu- 
ley movement to the apron, runway, and other restricted 
areas. With all these and more in place, the traveling 
public and other airport users agree that the level of se- 
curity at Murtala Muhammed Airport has been raised to 
internationally accepted standards. 


Happily, the establishment of the Federal Airports Au- 
thority of Nigeria has added more impetus to previous 
efforts by the two defunct aviation parastatals to san- 
itize the nation’s airports. The new management has 
taken some measures to further improve the general sit- 
uation at the airports. For instance, Murtala Muhammed 
Airport is virtually wearing a new look with the period 
cutting of the usually overgrown weeds and the clearing 
of garbage, which often litter the complex. Illegal struc- 
tures which also used to be a common sight in the area 
have been demolished, thereby creating a conducive en- 
vironment for passengers and other airport users. The 
activities of touts are fast becoming a thing of the past 
because of renewed security vigilance. 


The tremendous improvement in the security system and 
the general situation at Murtala Muhammed Airport is 
reflected in the increasing number of foreign airlines 
that are patronizing the airport on a daily basis. It 
is against this background that observers have been 
wondering why the United States is still reluctant to 
lift the embargo that she imposed on the airport in 
Augusi 1993. Aviation experts agree that the reasons 
given by the American Government for its action about 
three years ago are no longer tenable. 
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Ironically, officials of the American Federal Aviauon 
Administration who inspected the airport also expressed 
similar views publicly. Naturally, their views were 
taken to mean the possibility of an early restoration 
of direct air links between Nigeria and the United 
States, but several months afler that public expression 
of confidence in the security system of the airport 
given by its officials, the American Government is 
yet to lift the embargo. This has, therefore, given 
credence to speculations that the United States might 
have introduced extraneous issues into a matter thal is 


purely aviation. 


However, it is hoped that the Federal Airports Authority 
of Nigeria will continue to make conscious efforts to 
ensure adequate maintenance of navigational aids to 
enhance the safety of flight operations. It is a welcome 
deve, »ment that 20 airports in the country have been 
grouped into four zones for easy management. What 
is Necessary now is proper coordination at the center 
to ensure that our airports can compete favorably with 
those in the developed countries. 


Abacha’s Son Dies in Plane Crash 17 Jan 


AB 1801084396 Paris AFP in English 
0732 GMT 18 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Lagos, Jan 18 (AFP) — 
Fourteen people, including a son of military ruler Sani 
Abacha, died overnight when the plane in which they 
were traveling <rashed near the northern Nigerian city 
of Kano, airport sources said Thursday [18 January]. 
There was no official confirmation of the report. 


All 14 people aboard the plane died, the sources said. 
The cause of the accident is not known. 


Air traffic controllers at Kano lost contact with the plane 
minutes before it was due to touch down. The plane 
crashed on the outskirts of the town, Nigeria's second 
largest commercial center after Lagos. 


On November 13, a Nigeria Airways Boeing 737 with 
more than 100 passengers and crew on board crashed on 
landing in the northern city of Kaduna, killing SO and 
injuring more than 40 people. Details of that accident 
were never officially confirmed. 


Election Commission Divides Country Into 7 Zones 


AB1201085096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 12 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Electoral Com- 
mission of Nigeria, NECON, has grouped the coun- 
try into seven zones for the local government elections 
scheduled for March this year. Each of the zones will 
be supervised by a national electoral commissioner 
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The chairman of NECON, Chief (Somna Dagogo Jack), 
announced this in a statement in Abuja. He said 
that modalities for a logistic committee comprising 
ministers, directors general, and NECON directors were 
being worked out by the commission. 


Police Prevent Public Prayer Rally in Lagos 


AB1501195896 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 Jan 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} A religious rally was called 
for today by opponents of the Nigerian Military Gov- 
ernment led by General Sani Abacha, and it should have 
taken place in Lagos as part of a series of events to mark 
the anniversary of Nigeria's first military coup 30 years 
ago, but the police were having none of it as our corre- 
spondent Sola Odunfa reports: 


[Begin Odunfa recording} The police came out in 
force today to abort a public prayer meeting organized 
in Lagos by the human rights group, Campaign for 
Democracy, CD, and the Lagos branch o! the National 
Democratic Coalition, Nadeco. The meeting venue in 
Surulere on Lagos mainland was ringed from early in 
the morning by about 100 policemen, and an armored 
personnel carrier. They kept passers-by on the move, 
disallowing any group from congregating. As a result, 
the meeting organizers did not show up. 


I caught up later with the national coordinator of 
CD, Dr. Frederick Fasehun. He told me that on being 
informed of the police action, he and his colleagues 
decided to shift the meeting to another venue. He said 
that they met in front of the headquarters of the Christian 
Association of Nigeria, not far from the original venue, 
and held Christian and Islamic prayers with about 100 
people. | understand that the meeting lasted about 10 
minutes and that the participants hurriedly dispersed. 


Today is being marked officially in Nigeria as the 
Armed Forces and Remembrance Day. It is also the 
30th anniversary of the first military coup in Nigeria. A 
military parade was held in Abuja to mark the day. Dr. 
Fasehun told me that CD and Nadeco organized today's 
prayer meeting as part of activities to remember those 
described as, quote, fallen heroes of the struggle for 
democracy, prisoners of conscience, political detainees, 
and democrats in exile, unquote. At the weekend, a 
CD and Nadeco joint delegation visited the homes in 
Lagos of Chief Moshood Abiola and other detainees 
and relations of some of the pe:sons who died during 


pro-democracy protests in the past three years. [end 
recording] 
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Oil Minister Urges Dialogue for Labor Disputes 


AB1 301145596 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 12 Jan 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Petroleum Resources Minister 
Chief Dan Etete says the ministry has put in place 
Strategies to solve the problem of fuel scarcity in 
the country as part of a grand plan aimed at giving 
priority attention to the oil industry. The minister said 
this while receiving in audience the executives of the 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of 
Nigeria, PENGASSAN, led by its chairman, Malam 
Kolokiari. Chief Etete commended the support and 
maturity exhibited by the union in handling sensitive 
issues in the oil industry, stressing that dialogue should 
be embraced as the best method of resolving disputes: 


[Begin Etete recording] Let us go out and work together. 
Let us tell our brothers and sisters and the government 
that we are able to manage the oil industry effectively 
well. My promise to the nation and to my boss, General 
sani Abacha, is that the issue of fuel scarcity should be 
a thing of the past. We shall make an history out of it. 
[end recording] 


The PENGASSAN chairman expressed the associa- 
lion's appreciation for the recent unconditional release 
of some of their members from detention. 


{Begin Kolokiari recording, monitored in progress} ... of 
mercy, compassion, and the will to reconcile all strata of 
our society toward the attainment of a viable democracy. 
{end recording] 


Correspondent Augusta Maduigona recalls that the 
present PENGASSAN executive came into office 
following the restructuring of the union in August 
1994 after the industrial crisis in the oil sector that 
culminated into the dissolution of the former executive 
organ of the association. 


Government Notes Aid to Oil-Producing Areas 


AB1501113696 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government dis- 
bursed over 5 billion naira to OMPADEC [Oi! Min- 
eral Producing Areas Development Commission] in the 
last two years of its operations. The minister of state 
for finance, Alhaji Abu Gidado, announced this in Port 
Harcourt at a meeting of [the] Federation Accounts Al- 
location Committee. Alhaji Abu said that the fund was 
for OMPADEC to address, specifically, the problem of 
development in oil-producing areas, and to ensure that 
environmental hazards and degradation arising from oi! 
exploitation were minimized or totally eliminated. 
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He said the Federal Government as a matter of deliber- 
ate policy usually established many heavy industries like 
refineries, petrochemical plants in oil-producing com- 
munities to compensate them. Alhaji Gidado said it 
is wrong for any foreign country to believe that oil- 
producing areas were neglected. 


Court Asked To Find Saro-Wiwa Trial Illegal 


AB1501165996 Paris AFP in English 
1614 GMT 15 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 1S Jan (AFP) — 
Leading human rights activist Gani Fawehinmi on 
Monday [15 January] asked the Federal High Court here 
to rule against Nigeria's military strongman General 
Sani Abacha for the execution of Ogoniland militant 
Ken Saro-Wiwa. He asked the court to find that the 
execution last November was illegal and against the 
constitution. 

Abacha’s lawyer Ike Udunmi told Justice Obafemi Aina 
that the court had no jurisdiction because the specia! 
tribunal which convicted Saro-Wiwa was set up by 
decree of the military government. The 1994 decree 
bars the ordinary courts from pronouncing on the special 
tribunal's decisions. 

There was an international outcry when Saro-Wiwa, an 
immensely popular author in Nigeria, was executed with 
eight other members of his Movement for the Survival 
of the Ogoni People ‘or the murders of opponents dunng 
unrest in Rivers state. 


The movement was campaigning there for autonomy 
for the Ogoni people and a better deal from the oil 
companies operating on their territory. 


The federal high court adjourned the hearing unul 
January 30. 


A month ago, uwting on another submission from 
Fawehinmi, who is a lawyer, the court ordered the 
government to suspend until February 12 the tral of 19 
other Ogoni activists charged with murder before the 
same special tribunal which condemned Saro-Wiwa. 


Muslim-Christian Dialogue Begins in Kaduna State 


AB! 301195996 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 13 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Federal Government has 
again been advised to create a Federal Ministry of 
Religious Affairs. A former governor of Kaduna State 
and an executive member of the Nigerian Supreme 
Council for Islamic Affairs, Retired Group Captain 
Usman Jibril, gave the advice today in Kaduna at a 
Muslim-Christian dialogue organized by the Nationa! 
Tranquility Movement. 
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Group Capt. Usman Jibril emphasized the need for the 
Federal Government to be more involved in religious 
matters for sustainable religious tolerance and harmo- 
nious coexistence in the country. He stressed the need 
for religious leaders to avoid pursuing selfish interests 
at the expense of religious harmony 


In his address, the archbishop of Kaduna Dhocese, 
Archbishop Peter Jator, said that he saw no reason why 
Muslims and Chrisuans should not live in peace since 
they all serve the same God. Archbishop Peter Jator 
attributed the misunderstanding between Christians and 
Muslims to the fault of religious leaders on both sides 
as well as the government. 


He said that the government must strictly pursue the 
principle of justice and fair play in its dealings with 
every section in the country to attain peaceful co- 
existence. Archbishop Peter Jator recommended that 
Muslim-Chrisuan dialogue should be consolidated by 
extending the scope to cover national, state, local as 
well district levels. 


The Kaduna State Government says it will continue to 
nurture it’s philosophy of bringing the diverse peoples 
in the state together to enable thein to have a feeling of 
belonging. The administrator, Colonel Lawal Ja’afaru 
Isa, gave the assurance in Kaduna today at a national 
symposium on Muslim-Christian diaiogue organized by 
the National Tranquility Movement. 


The administrator, who was represented by Group Cap- 
tain Ide, also assured that the government would sustain 
the prevailing religious understanding among the vari- 
ous faiths in the state. He said the sectarian crisis with 
which Kaduna State had been known before was now 
a thing of the past, and appealed to both Muslims and 
Christians not to allow miscreants to pitch them against 
one another. Col. Lawal Isa said it was ungodly and un- 
forgivable for anybody to exploit religious differences 
to cause fricuon among the citizens. 


In his speech, the national president of the Tranquil- 
ity Movement, Alhaji Ibrahim Mohamed Gashash, ex- 
plained that the dialogue was arranged on the belief that 
religious leaders held the key to the unity of the coun- 
try. He appealed to them to promote religious tolerance 
and peaceful coexistence among the people. 


Editors’ Guild Elects Chief; New Media Role Urged 


AB1501200396 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 14 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The managing director of 
the TRIUMPH publishing company, Mallam Garba 
Shehu, has emerged president of the Nigerian Guild 
of Editors He got elected at the guild's national 
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convention in Sokoto. NTA correspondent Maimuna 
Garba reports that the head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, in a message to the convention, regretted 
that Nigeria journalists have polarized the media along 
ethnic and religious divide, and battered the nation’s 
image. 

[Begin recording) [Garba] In a message on the state of 
the nation, the head of state, Gen. Sani Abacha, who was 
represented by the chief of naval staff, Rear Admiral 
Mike Akhigbe, said the media has failed to rise up to 
the challenge of the 12 June crisis. He observed that 
though the media played a decisive role in the struggle 
for the country’s independence, it abandoned its ethical 
responsibilities, abused the freedom it enjoyed in total 
disregard of the national interest. By destroying persons, 
institutions, and traumatizing the nation, the head of 
state said, the press was unconsciously destroying itself. 
Gen. Abacha stated that the Guild of Editors’ convention 
should reexamine ‘he role of the media in recent times. 


{[Akhigbe] The med:. [passage indistinct]. 


[Garba] The press, he said, owes it to the people 
to restore their dignity and sovereignty through a 
recreation of positive mental attitude. In a keynote 
address, the military administrator of Sokoto State, 
Colonel Yakubu Muazu, identified the management 
of information as the greatest problem of Nigeria at 


present. 


Journalists, the administrator added, should use the 
agenda setting rule of the media to foster national unity, 
security, and integration. The minister of information, 
who was represented by Mr. Igbokwe, called on edi- 
tors to end the fight between the media and govern- 
ment. Journal:sts, he said, should adopt the policy of 
constructive criticism of government, and give govern- 
ments their support and cooperation. 

In a welcome address earlier, the outgoing president of 
the Guild of Editors, Mr. Biodun Oduwole, remarked 
that the relationship between the government and the 
media can be better. He said government should stop 
arresting editors, and should not allow minor issues [to] 
escalate into full-blown war between government and 
the media. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 
National Situation Following Coup Updated 


Curfew Hours Modified 
AB1I701161796 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
1542 GMT 17 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] This is the Sierra Leone 
Broadcasting Service in Freetown. Here is an important 
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announcement. The public is hereby informed that 
timing for the curfew effected yesterday 16 January 
has now been changed. Curfew time is now from 
1200 midnight to 6 AM. Your continued cooperation 
is hereby requested. 


Strasser’s Stay in Conakry Viewed 


AB1701163596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] After yesterday's bloodless 
coup, Captain Strasser himself was whisked away from 
Freetown and taken off to neighboring Guinea. That 
seems to be the place where former Sierra Leonean 
heads of state end up. On the new arrival, Foday Fofana 


reports from Conakry. 


{Begin Fofana recording} Since his arrival in Conakry 
yesterday afternoon in the company of his wife and 
children, Capt. Strasser has been holed up at the seaside 
residence of the Sierra Leone Embassy in Petit Moscou 
or Small Moscow, [named] after the imposing Russian 
Embassy complex just a few yards away. 


When I arrived at the residence this morning, I saw 
about a dozen huge machine gun-toung policemen in 
their distinctive deep blue uniform. taking position in 
and out of the building. He is sitting inside there relaxed, 
one officer told me of Strasser, adding, we have very 
Strict orders not to allow visitors. 


Capt. Strasser arrived here yesterday afternoon on board 
a helicopter which !anded in the outskirts of Conakry 
and not at the airport. A neighbor who saw him told 
me that the ousted Sierra Leone leader, his wife and 
children arrived in a convoy of vehicles at the residence 
of Ambassador Commander Mohamed Diaby at about 2 
PM. He said Strasser was handcuffed wearing a military 
combat fatigue. 


Around 6 PM, the source explained, Capt. Strasser came 
out no longer handcuffed and wearing black shorts 
to watch the Gabon-Liberia match in South Africa 
on television. He said the ousted head of state only 
returned to the house when curious Guinean and Sierra 
Leoneans started trooping at the gate. Capt. Valentine 
Strasser joins in exile [the] former president, Major 
General Joseph Momoh, who he overthrew in a military 
three years ago. Efforts at contacting former President 
Momoh for his reaction have so far proved futile. [end 
recording] 


[Paris AFP in French at 1557 GMT on 17 January, in a 
Conakry-datelined item, adds the following: “The Sierra 
Leonean head of state, Captain Valentine Strasser, who 
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was overthrown in a coup d’etat on 16 January, may 
soon be welcomed by Ghana. a reliable source disclosed 


in Conakry today."} 
New President Sworn in 17 Jan 


AB1701164596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] It’s a day now since the palace 
coup in Sierra Leone that ousted Captain Valentine 
Strasser. His second in command, General Julius Maada 
Bio, is taking over and he has just been formally 
sworn in. On the line, Robin White asked our Freetown 
correspondent, Victor Sylver, what happened? 


[Begin recording) [Sylver] Well, the new head of state, 
Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, has just been sworn in by 
the acting chief justice, and he has made a statement 
promising to safeguard the entire country of Sierra 
Leone, and that he is asking for the support of people. 


[White] Did he say anything about elections? 


[Sylver] No, he never mentioned anything of that nature. 
Maybe he might just mention something on that later 
when he makes a statement to the nation. He still has 
to make that satement. 


[White] And was there anything about the war? 


[Sylver] Well, there was nothing there except that at the 
swearing in ceremony you had nearly all the top brass 
of the military there present, including the chief of the 
Army, and then you had all the other directors of the 
various arms of the Army. 


[White] Where did this swearing-in ceremony take 
place? 


[Sylver] Well, it took place in the office that is normally 
occupied by the head of state, and I think this is the first 
time that we are having such a thing, when it is taking 
place in the office. Normally it is done in the drawing 
room. 


{White} Were journalists allowed in? 


[Sylver] Yes, a limited number of journalists were 
allowed in but not all. 


[White] So, how many people all in all were around 
during the swearing-in ceremony? 


[Sylver] Well, | would imagine about 30, including 
journalists and all the secretaries of state that were 
present. I only noticed two civilians, Arnold Bishop 
Gooding, who is the acting chief justice and acting 
attorney general, and also Alusine Fofana, who is the 
foreign minister. 
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[White] And Brigadier Bio, | mean, how did he appear? 
Did he look calm, agitated, or well, how did he come 
across? 


[Sylver] He looked his usual cool self. I tell you he is 
a man who is very difficult to predict, and the way he 
spoke you will actually believe him but then we will 
have to wait until the days and weeks unfold. 


[White] Meanwhile, I would like to know: The capital, 
is it back to normal? How is it? 


[Sylver] Almost back to normal except that you have 
some being so.... [pauses] very careful not to send their 
kids to school because they want to be sure that the 
Situation is okay, and now, in fact, the curfew has now 
been extended — it’s no longer 7.PM. It is now at 12 
midnight to 6.AM. [end recording] 


Bio Oath of Office Relayed 


AB1701210396 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
1905 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the reconsti- 
tuted National Provisional Ruling Council [NPRC] and 
head of state, brigadier Julius Maada Bio, was sworn in 
into office this aiternoon. We now bring you a recording 
of that ceremony. The program is presented by Valitte 
Luke Teke: 


{Begin recording) [Teke} The new chairman of the 
NPRC and head of state, Brig. Julius Maada Bio, 
today took the oath of office as chairman of the newly 
constituted NPRC and head of state of the Republic of 
Sierra Leone at a special ceremony at State House this 
afternoon. The oath was administered by the acting chief 
justice, Mr. Justice $.C. Bacchus Davies. 


[Bio, repeating after Davies) I, Brigadier Julius Bio, 
[Davies] do hereby 

[Bio] do hereby 

[Davies] in the name of God 

[Bio] in the name of God 

[Davies] solemnly swear 

{Bio} solemnly swear 

[Davies] that I will at all times 

{Bio} that I will at all times 

[Davies] well and truly discharge 

[Bio] well and truly discharge 

[Davies] the duties of the office of head of state 
[Bio] the duties of the office of head of state 
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(Davies) of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
(Bio) of the Republic of Sierra Leone 


[Davies] and chairman of the National Provisional 
Ruling Council 


(Bio) and chairman of the National Provisional Ruling 
Council 


(Davies) and commander in chief 
[Bio] and commander in chief 
[Davies] of the Armed Forces 

(Bio) of the Armed Forces 

[Davies] of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
[Bio] of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
[Davies] according to law. 

{Bio} according to law. 

[Davies] that I will preserve, 

(Bio) that I will preserve, 

[Davies] support, 

[Bio] support, 

[Davies] uphold, 

[Bio] uphold, 

[Davies] maintain, 

{Bio} maintain, 

[Davies] defend, 

[Bio] defend, 

[Davies] and execute 

[Bio] and execute 

[Davies] all the laws of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
{Bio} all the laws of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
[Davies] and that I will do right 
{Bio} and that I will do right 
{Davies} to all manner of people 
[Bio} to all manner of people 
[Davies] according to law 

(Bio) according to law 

{Davies} without fear or favor 

{Bio} without fear or favor 

[Davies] (?affection, or ill will) 


FBIS-AFR-96-012 
18 January 1996 


[Bio] (affection, or ill will) 
[Davies] (?so help me God!) 
[Bio] (?so help me God!) 


{Davies} 1 congratulate you on your assumption of the 
office of head of state of this our beloved republic. | 
wish you every success in the discharge of your duties 
{words indistinct} [applause] 


[Bio] The honorable chief justice, members of the 
Supreme Council, senior officers, ladies and gentlemen: 
I want to thank you all for being present here this 
afternoon to witness this oath-taking [ceremony]. I want 
to assure you the chief justice and members present here, 
and this whole country that I will do my utmost to serve 
the interests of this country at this very difficult time, 
and in doing so, | need the support of everybody in 
here and every facet of this society that has called me 
to serve. I thank you all. (applause) 


[Teke] That was the chairman of the newly constituted 
NPRC and head of state, Brig. Julius Maada Bio, a’ the 
oath-taking ceremony this afternoon. Present were the 
members of the Supreme Council; the secretary general 
of the NPRC; secretaries of state, information, broad- 
Casting, and culture, and foreign affairs; the inspector 
general of police and his deputy; the secretary to the 
chairman; the chief of protocol; and representatives of 
the local press. [end recording] 


Bio on RUF Rebels, Elections 


AB1701205696 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
1907 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[Address by Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, chairman of 
the "reconstituted" National Provisional Ruling Council, 
in Freetown on 16 January — recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Fellow Sierra Leoneans, fol- 
lowing the events of yesterday, Tuesday, 16 January 
1996, it is my honor to address you as chairman of 
the reconstituted NPRC [National Provisional Ruling 
Council] and head of state. Let me start by saying that 
the government of the NPRC established by the procla- 
mation entitled: The Administration of Sierra Leone, 
NPRC, Proclamation 1992 (words indistinct] in public 
places, No.20 of 1992, remains the same. It is only the 
leadership that has changed. 


Let me, at this time [word indistinct] allay the fears 
of my compatriots and the iniernational community at 
large, by reiterating that the NPRC government is so 
preoccupied with the two major issues of peace and the 
ongoing democratic process. 


Fellow Sierra Leoneans, you will agree too that our 
country has suffered for far too long, and that we should 
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now adopt all measures necessary to put that (?past) 
behind us. In that regard, 1 now call upon Corporal 
Foday Sankoh to come out and hold dialogue (?with 
us), and formally present his case for our people and 
the international community to hear. [Words indistinct) 
with the opportunity to clearly state his concern and 
[words indistinct] into the program for the (?social) 
development of this country. Let us put the past behind 
us and work toward the future, for the good of our 
beloved country. 


‘To you, Corporal Foday Sankoh, the message from 
my government is that we are prepared to meet with 
you anywhere, any time, and without precondition, 
as we have always said. We renew our offer of 
amnesty for all RUF [Revolutionary United Front) 
members and combatants, and assure you of safe 
conduct, together with all the documents necessary to 
facilitate participation in peace talks. We hope that for 
the sake of the people of Sierra Leone and for posterity, 
this time you will respond positively. We appeal to the 
international community and men of goodwill to assist 
us in the search for peace, so as to promote the ongoing 
democratization process. 


Fellow Sierra Leoneans, the democratization process 
which began in June 1995 with the lifting of the ban on 
political party activities, continues unabated and is still 
on track toward the holding of presidential and general 
elections on 26 February this year. In order to ensure 
transparent, free, and fair elections [words indistinct) for 
all political parties, all persons in government who have 
openly declared or otherwise manifested involvement in 
party politics shall be relieved of their duties. Shortly, I 
shall make known to the nation the composition of my 
new government. 


To the officers and men of the Armed Forces of the 
Republic of Sierra Leone, let me remind you that 
the restoration of democracy in this country is now 
inevitable. In that regard, you are expected to play a 
role only as soldiers concerned with the security of the 
state and, above all, the preservation of our territorial 
integrity, and the security of the people of Sierra Leone. 
It is, therefore, incumbent upon us to be loyal and 
obedient to the government that will eventually emerge 
from the forthcoming election. Members of the Armed 
Forces, you are expected to play a neutral role in the 
politics of the state. You must therefore not allow 
yourselves to be used as tools by the politicians. The 
Armed Forces is a professional organization and must 
remain so. Let us resolve to leave a legacy of pride, 
honor, unity, in serving our nation in that capacity. 


Fellow Sierra Leoneans, . ‘fore concluding this address, 
let me once again assure the international community 
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that our commitment to restore this country to demo- 
cratic civilian rule is irreversible. We, therefore, appeal 
for continued support and assistance toward the realiza- 
tion of our democratization program. 


Fellow Sierra Leoneans, the issue of national reconcilia- 
tion still remains another special concern to me. In that 
regard, I shall be establishing a national commission 
for reconciliation without further delay. This commis- 
sion shall look at all the mistakes of the past, and come 
out with recommendations that may allow all rebels, 
politicians of the past, present government, and military 
Officers [word indistinct} to contribute to the general de- 
velopment of the nation, without fear or persecution. 


The events of the past few days have clearly demon- 
strated the need for all of us, civilians and members of 
the Armed Forces alike, to work together to ensure that 
unity, peace, and stability prevail in our country. | there- 
fore call upon you all to give us your fullest cooperation 
not only in the search for peace, but also in the march 
toward the restoration of democracy in Sierra Leone. 


To the political parties, | wish to say again that you are 
Our partners in the attainment of the objectives of the 
democratization process. We therefore call upon you to 
cooperate with my government toward the realization of 
those objectives. Let me emphasize that we shall play 
Our part in ensuring that unity, peace, democracy, and 
human rights are upheld throughout the very limited 
period of our stay in office. 


Long live the Republic of Sierra Leone, and I thank you 
all. 


Bio Reassures Foreign Diplomats 


AB1701214996 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the NPRC 
{National Provisional Ruling Council] and head of 
State, Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, has assured the 
diplomatic communit’ in Freetown that government 
remains committed to the democratization and peace 
processes despite a change in the leadership of the 
NPRC government. 


Brig. Maada Bio who was briefing foreign diplomats 
at the Defense Headquarters (Capolloo) this morning 
said that the scheduled 26 February date for election 
has not changed, and that his government will pursue 
the peace process at all costs, as a means of providing 
a conducive atmosphere for both political and social 
economic development of the nation. He intimated 
that a new government will be announced shortly, 
and implored the representatives of the various foreign 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


“ WEST AFRICA 


missions and international organizations to continue 
their bilateral assistance programs in this country. 


Brig. Julius Maada Bio reiterated that the change in 
the leadership of the NPRC was necessary and that 
the former chairman, Captain Valentine Strasser, is 
currently in the Guinean capital, Conakry, and in safe 
hands. 


Earlier, at the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, the foreign secretary, Alhaji 
Dr. Alusine Fofanah, gave similar reassurances to the 
diplomats, and called on them to cooperate with the 
new government. 


Voter Registration Extended 


AB1701220096 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 17 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Interim National Electoral 
Commission, INEC, has announced the extension of the 
voter registration period. In a release, it said that on Fn- 
day, 12 January 1996, which officially marked the end 
of the voter registration, INEC discovered that a number 
of areas, especially in Bo and Moyamba Districts and 
the western area have still not been covered by registra- 
tion staff. In addition, {word indistinct} have not been 
completed in the western area. INEC therefore appealed 
to government for an extension of the registration pe- 
riod to cover these areas. It says that government has 
given approval for the extension of the registration pe- 
riod countrywide to the 31 January 1996. 


Rebels Die in Clashes 


AB1801091096 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Some 24 rebels were on 
Sunday [14 January} killed by government troops of 
the 18th Battalion as they tried unsuccessfully to have 
a foothold on [name indistinct] village, 10 miles to 
Kenema. Reports reaching the Government Information 
Services stated that the two-and-a-half-hour-long battle 
for the control of the village also left several other rebels 
wounded. 


Eyewitness accounts on the attack revealed that the 
rebels killed 10 innocent civilians and wounded many 
others, some of whom are now admitted at the Kenema 
Government Hospital. According to an escapee, the 
rebels were in search of a diamond miner who had 
his possession a 35-carat diamond. 
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People Said ‘Disappointed’ in NPRC 
AB1801092896 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 18 Jan % 


(From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Sierra Leone's new leader, 
Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, has promised that elections 
will go ahead in the country as planned next month. 
Sworn into office yesterday afternoon, Brig. Bio also 
said that rebels, who have been fighting the government 
for the past five years, must be included in the electoral 
process. So, how has this gone down with people in the 
Capital, Freetown. From there, Claudia Mackroy reports. 


{Begin Mackroy recording) In his inavgural speech, 
which was later broadcast on \ocal radiv and television, 
Chairman Julius Maada Bio promised his government's 
commitment to peace and the ongoing democratic 
process. He renewed an offer of amnesty to RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] rebels engaged in the five- 
year-old civil war and said he is prepared to meet rebel 
leader Foday Sankoh anywhere at anytime. 


Maada Bio sought to reassure the international com- 
munity of his government's irreversible commitment to 
the restoration of civilian rule by February 26th, and ap- 
pealed for continued support and assistance. But, many 
people here are cautious in their optimism. Sierra Leone 
has a history of autocratic leaders and a one-party state. 
When Captain Valentine Strasser came to power in the 
coup of April 1992, he and his supporters were fondly 
named our redeemers by the Sierra Leonean people. 
They expected the new NPRC [National Provisional 
Ruling Council} government to end the corrupuon and 
mismanagement of the previous regime headed by Pres- 
ident Joseph Momoh, who was himself nicknamed the 
Messiah when he came to power in 1985. 


After almost four years of NPRC rule, many people feel 
disappointed. One local newspaper editor told me: Some 
of these NPRC boys know that it is now the 11th hour 
before elections are meant to bring in civilian rule, so 
they will try their hardest to get what they can before 
it is too late. In the words of a local aid worker: Sierra 
Leoneans have heard many promises over the years, and 
now they want action rather than words. [end recording] 


Press, Politicians Welcome Coup 
AB1801124096 Paris AFP in English 
1212 GMT 18 Jan 96 
[Report by Rod MacJohnson] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, Jan 18 (AFP) 
Sierra Leone's press Thursday [18 January] largely 
welcomed the replacement of former head of state 
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Captain Valentine Strasser by Brigadier Julius Maada 
Bio, describing the changeover as a "palace coup." 


“Strasser Ousted in Palace Coup — In Comes the Polite 
Man,” read the front page of an independent daily, the 
NEW CITIZEN, which went on to describe Maada Bio 
as “a polite and hardworking man who has run the 
country since 1992." [passage omitted] 


The NEW CITIZEN, like most of the press, sided 
with the new regime, making no reference to Strasser’s 
denial. 

"Captain Strasser came to power proclaiming a popular 
revolution, but he allowed himself to degenerate from a 
respectable soldier to an undignified petty politician,” 
said Thursday's article, adding the former head of 
State “listened to sycophants who have no stake in the 
survival of the nation.” 


Maada Bio, on the other hand, “goes about his business 
more like a cultured man than a harsh soldier.” 


The NEW CITIZEN also suggested Maada Bio had 
played a greater role than Strasser in running the country 
since the junta came to power. 


Another independent paper, UNITY WEEK, provided 
the only hint of skepticism and asked the question on 
everybody's lips: “Will Bio Allow Elections?” 
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"If they derail the democratic process there will be 
trouble in this country,” the paper quoted an old man as 
saying. [passage omitted] 


National Unity Movement leader Desmond Luke said he 
thought Maada Bio would "stand by his word to hold 
elections.” 


The People’s Progressive Party leader echoed this view, 
saying there was "no reason why politicians should not 
take Brigadier Bio on his word." 


Some observers here, however, have questioned the 
wisdom of holding elections while Sierra Leone is still 
in the throes of a civil war that has cut off much of the 
country and killed more than 10,000 people. 


Rebels of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), who 
ignited the war in 1991, have also refused to take part 
in the election process saying it cannot be democratic 
when Sierra Leoneans caught up in conflict zones are 
effectively disenfranchised. 


But the RUF has also refused to discuss peace until 
foreign troops and mercenaries lending support to gov- 
ernment forces are expelled from the country. 
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